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THE death of Mr Cornelius whlcnidlstm uished itself in = e
Independence. .

“Connie” Neenan at his
home, College. Road, Cork,
yesterday has severed a long
link with Gaelic affairs. He
was in his 87th year. He
emigrated to the USA in the
early 'twenties and became a
father- f:gure with many
Irish associations.

An Taoiseach, Mr. Jack
Lynch, has pald a fine tribute
to him, saying ‘‘he had spent
his life in the service 'of his
country'. f
. ‘Connie’ Neenan was a
man ' of many parts, b
essentially he was warm—
hearted and outgoing, ready
to listen to those who sought

many—and to give that help
?[metly and unobtrusivel {
ow manyh he ‘aided directly
or throu
has never been .recorded,
least not m this world.
He was a Lough’ Parish
man, proud of it and ready to
help its people as shall be
related here later. He grew
up in, Croaghtamore and:
attended Glasheen National
School before becoming an
“ap renti&e) in the | Eagle
nting Com
. 'While still &nﬂs teens, he
joined the Volunteers, soon
ming one; of the most.
active members of the Cork

his connections
at

.| City . Battalion 'at a time
‘when Tomas /Mac Curtain

and Terencel MacSwiney,
‘both to become Lord Mayors
Br{lgade
Commandants, were
buﬂdmg up the movement

were |

ar o
[an eventually rose to

the

& Commandant of dne i+

0 th c:tys two battalions,
member of 'Cork

orpq' ation around that- -
o and was interned .

tim
fbr a pérlo-d in Cork and

irixton prisons.

In those days too his love
of national games blos-
5

med He first omed the Fr. © -

'T.A. Hall hurling

téam m his native parish,.

and |was one of those
réspo s:hle for the amal a-
Eatm‘g of that team with t

ore |famous St. Fmbarrs
Hurling Club- in 1919. He §
hurling with the,

aye
%n’s[ and football with Lees,

d never lost interest in
these| famous old clubs for
the mnext 60-0dd years, He
v*on unty hurlmg and foot-
hall honours with ' them,
earn d ' junior Alk-Ireland
jurling medals with Cork,

nd epresented his native
cpun in senior hurling, but
- unted as the greatest
onoyr his inclusion in the
arry team which defeated
“the BRockies (Blackrock) in
" the 1919 county final.

: EMIGRATED
1926 he, like many

took ship for the

In
others
States from 'Cobh,

Umt
apd i
e vlrc-nment soon began to

ce| his' mark "developing
seveffal independent
bﬂ.lsinesses Later in life he

ame one of the principal
re resentative of Waterford
G;ass in the United States,.
and important agent for
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among the best of any club in
¥| tode in.Cork. At theitime
; is death he was president
: of the club.
Mr Neenan, who was
" unmarried, is survived b;
. brother,. Jack,,xﬁ__ ews
Barry Collins,
- John, Bllb}« Finbarr - and
.-'Connie eenan; mnieces,
Mjss Maura Collins, and Mrs.
Mary Holohan. -
‘I'ie Taoiseach, Mr. Lynch
yvesterday. issued the
following statement about
‘the late “Gonnie” Neénan:

‘ ‘Conme "Neenan nt
his life in the service of his’
-courx}‘try, tfll_;st ?s? youn umﬁln-l
im the struggle for itic
independence and Polaterx
years 'in the fight for
ecoriomlc mde ndence,

e, He was a close is work for Ireland in
two other prom- the; United States was
inent Ir;shmen, Mr. Joe int ough unobtrusive,

and Mr, John' A, -In

d
ot to the Irish in iy early days as Minister

for Industry and Commerce

contacts for me on visits to
the! Unmited States “was
invaluable. .

“His love for Ireland and
for {his native games was
equally inteénse. "His
cont;nbuuon to the GAA and

ially to his homie club,
St inbarr's, was immeasur;
able, The Barrs club complex
’;'ogher is a 'permanent
monument to this loveable,
f«hearted Corkman who in

E-f:gure -

eparated by lan
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never lost contact with hi
native place 'or his own,
people.
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