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Permanent Jnfluence of the Religious Orders.

By REV, JAMES A, DWYER, O.P., Vice-PRESIDENT.

HE celebration of the
Colomba or Colombkill,
June, this year, sugges

Thirtecnth Centenary of St.
solemnized in the month of

ted the appropriateness of
giving some idea of the influence exercised by the
Religious Orders in Ireland, especially in the city of
Cork. When we consider the achievements of that

great saint, on whose life I chall briefly touch, the

undying glory of his name ig recalled to us in, g]bwing colours, while we
see it reflected in th

€ monuments of [ona erected by him and his
followers,

Colombkill was born at Gartan, county Donegal, December 7th, in the
year 521. To show how great was his zeal, it is recorded of him that he
founded from one to three hundred monasteries, amongst which were
those of Doire-Chalgaigh, now the town of Derry and Durrow, in
King’s County, In his forty-second yearhe quarrelled with King Diarmaid,
and a battle ensued at Cooldre

Wiy, on the borders of Ulster and
Connaught. In atonement for th :

e death of those who fell victims to
his impetuosity he voluntarily exi i

y il

e disciples, immediately left for the
island of Hy or Tona, which had been given him by Conall, king of the
Albanian Scots, to whom he was related, On the eve of Pentecost, 563,
he landed on the island, where he founded a monastery, and for thirty-
four years laboured assiduously in spreading the Gospel. He died on
the oth June, 597, whilst kneeling

at the altar at midnight, when his
monks had assembled in choir to recite matins.® f Ay
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Concerning the account given in this work bearing directly on
Bealach Leachta, the editor, Dr. J. H. Todd, says in his Introduction,
p C)fxviii. —“The particulars of Mahoun’s murder are then given in
dEtfll]. But it is quite evident that the narrative is-not in the state in
which its author left it, It bears internal evidence both of interpolation
and mutilation, Sundry ‘ poems’ have been inserted which are clearly
of a more recent date. To make way for these, the context both before
and after has been tampered with, Hence, the story is. somewhat
confusedly and irregularly told.” Continuing, p. cxxx.:—“The hills,
too, on which the crime was committed are spoken of in a manner which
Jeads.a reader to think that they had been, or ought to have been,
mentioned before. The executioners of Mahoun, and the ecclesiastics
sent by the Bishop of Cork, are assumed to be sitting on opposite hills,
‘ the full flight of an arrow asunder,’ a fact which is given on the authority
of those.‘who are acquainted with the place’ (which, however, is not
named), implying that the writer did not profess to be acquainted with
the place himself.”

As Dr. Todd, who failed to identify the places mentioned, uninten-

“tionally added more to this confusion himself, I consider it necessary to

quc:jte' from the text he published, and mark where a very important
omission occurred in it namely, where it has failed to_state what
!lappened immediately after ¢ Mathgamhain” was betray.ed and'delivered
into the hands of Maolmuaidh and the foreigners by Donnabhan, son of
Cathal, in his own house at Bruree.

In the next sentence we are informed abruptly that the people of the
Comharba of Barri and the people of Maolmuaidh started in pursuit ",
chased after Mathgamhain to Cnoc an Reabpas on a mountain, which
Dr. Todd erroneously considered to be Sliab Caoni. His rather easy
conjecture, also, that Mahoun was sent to this place by Donovan for the
purpose of meeting Maolmuaidh and his people is simply absurd, when
we know that previous to this time he had been betrayed, and was in the
hands of the foreigners, his deadly enemies, We are informed by the
text that Imhar, the Danish leader of Limerick, was the .nstigator of
the diabolical conspiracy, and that a council was held, consisting of
Imhar, his son Duibhgenn, Donovan, and Maolmuaidh., Tkhe agreement

reached at this council was that Mathgamhain was delivered up by

Donovan to Maolmuaidh and the foreigners. From this it would appear
that Donovan’s consent and co-operation was obtained only under certain
conditions, chief among which, apparently, was that he objected, through
fear of the Dail Cais, to have Mathgamhain murdered within the
boundary of his own territory. :

Maolmuaidh, probably having agreed to take all the responsibility on
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his own shoulders, must have ordered the foreigners to proceed imme-
diately with him to Ui Eathach,® the territory over which he himself
was ruler. This being done in spite of the efforts and protestations
made by Columb, son of Cearagdin, Comharba of Barri, who had
guaranteed Mathgamhain’s safety, and in assurance of which he had
presented him with a venerable relic, ze. the sacred gospel of St. Finbar,
he would naturally be the first to follow with his ecclesiastics in their
endeavours to prevent the terrible tragedy from being enacted.

Maolmuaidh, fearing that through the influence of the clerics
Mathgamhain might be rescued, or in some way make his escape from
the hands of the wicked foreigners, despatched immediately some of his
most trusted followers, with strict orders to kill Mahon as soon as they
could lay hands on him.

Under these circumstances, then, Mahon must have been brought
along by Cnoc an Reabpad, and the fact of his summary assassination
taking place soon afterwards clearly reveals the intense excitement that
must have prevailed among all parties concerned,

One word in Dr. Todd’s published text is certainly misquoted from
the original manuscript text. I have placed a corrcection in brackets
following it. I have given Dr. Todd’s translation, correcting the same
in brackets where I considered it necessary to do so.

“ Cozaoh JFaeohel Re Jallaibh,” pp. 86-88 :—LIX. Ocur no feall
Donvabdn mac Catajl ap Waszamam ma izl ¥ém, man oo rundil Jrijan
Luimm3 ¥am, ocur oo Cionylaic ©o Waolmuad mac Bpam &, ocur ©o Jiap,
TAn ranpuccad naetiy ocur rpuwice Wutam wile. I j coraimle o nonad
any, ©o Tlonhlajced o) Donyabdy Waszatijam oo Whaolmuad mac Bpam
ocur oo 3allajh, ocur ré an comaimce Coliym myc Crapazdm corjanba
Baipm, 4an nd manbsa, oguir ap nd oallza é. i Wil b
v v . . o] Do nuactatan oha mumNTIL cotijanba Bainpy,
ocur mumnein Waolmuad 1y 43418 @ (1 no1419) Watzamna co Cnoc an
Rebnao ap rliab (Caem),® ocup o bay Wdolmuad ocur corjaptba Bamjy
oc Rargm moin Iy ¥Feanaibh 2Wuajz). Ro aam jmonpo Waolmndd o4

() Ui Eathach, z.e. of Ui Eathach Mumhan, the descendants of Eochaidh, son of
Cas, son of Corc, king of Munster, son of Lughaidh, the fourth in descent from Oilioll
Olum, king of Munster, “Their territory originally comprised the barony of ‘Kinal-
meaky, in the county of Cork, and they afterwards encroached on Corca Luighe, and
became masters of the district called Fonn Iartharach, which is called ‘Ivahagh’ on
several old maps made in the reign of Elizabeth and James I, and comprises the
parishes of Kilmoe, Schull, Kilcrohane, Durrus, Kilmocomoge, and Caheragh,’ in the
south-west of the county of Cork " (Book of Rights, p. 256, note O).

(2) Unquestionably this word, 43473, is an error in transcription for ojiajo. The
context shows ) 1-pjayd (alter), and not ) n-a3a)d (agaiost) to be the correct meaning.

(3 Dr. Todd's wild conjecture, not knowing the situation of any place mentioned
except Fermoy.
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tim.mcm 4n Ban no na3as Waszamam na lani, a n4>| . i
Cr® 'cp'a 4¢T 1o mapbad Wassaram a3 Ql)aeln?;uaé, )olell): %arzc;;c:g ’r'):
oennad, oin ba 31010 vocaIn moin oo &.
. Tr.:msiiatlon, pp. 87-89 :—“ LIx. :And Donnabhan, son of Cathal, in
his own ouse, betrayed Mathgamhain, having been instigated to it by
Imhar of Luimnech ; and he delivered him to Maelmuad}? son of Bras
and to Imbhar, in violation® [against the rescuing] of t1"1e saints and’
;llerghy of all. Mumbhain. This was the council thatb\vas acted on there :
- athgamhain was de%lvered up by Donnabhan to Maelmuadh, son of
Cr:;m, ;nd to the f'orexg’ners, although he was under the protection of
ki(;}:dmo,r sl;)l? gdelaragan, Comharba of Barri, that he should not be
el a"m]nﬂc;:e. i ’ . 'v[' -+ . The people of the Comharba
B pMph of 1 a.elmuadh came to meet s [went in pur-
[Ca;in] g 11\'% athgamhain to Cnoc-an-Reabhraich on [a] Sliabh
i I.:ianMA .ael.muadh and the Comharbg of Barri were at Raithen
Mat],]gamhairn }llllghl. But Maelmua.dh instructed his people, when
st tshoulcl come into their hands, to kill him forthwith.
i ot fo, h‘ere’fore, was killed by Maelmuadh ; and it would have
s gy g,mlT if he had not done so, for it proved to be a deed of
Cnoc an Reabnas, now called Knockroura (7.e. “hill of the sport, or
amusement”), is in Aghabulloge, next parish north-east of Macrol;m ; It
1S sixteen miles south-west from Mallow, and four miles west f
Raheen., then called R41sin 206n, where “ Maolmuaidh aad the Comh; 1'0;"
of Barri were” at the time Mahon and the foreigners were overt al: i
west of Knockroura, The mountain referred to inbthe text as bein atﬁn
Place where Mahon was overtaken both by his rescuers and murdirer:
:jsistth_e p;la‘ce now called leat Peanamn (Laharan), a coarse, mountainy
: rict lying between Knockroura and Macroom. It is two miles west
rom ttxle former, and about three miles north-east’ from “Leach
Mahon,”® at the confluence of the rivers Ldme and Sulldn, whiz:;:xext'
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Mahon must have been brought before being assassinated. The old road
of Bealach Leachta passed through leat Peanamn, Choc an Reabpas,
and thence to Mallow.

Maolmuaidh did not remain at Raithin Mdr with the bishop, as
Dr. Todd supposed. His subsequent movements betrayed a mind full
of anxiety and impatience. He must have followed up in rear of the
contending parties, keeping them within sight, for the narrative asserts
that he “saw the flashing of the naked sword striking Mathgamhain,
although they were as far asunder as the eye could sec; and he
knew it, and arose then, and his horses were yoked for him to depart.
The clerk asked him what he was to do. Maelmuadh answered, ¢ Cure
yonder man, if he come to thee.””

The story then goes on to say that the cleric became angered at
Molloy, and cursed him vehemently, uttering a prophecy. He prayed
that his grave would be on a hill, “on the north of the sun, with the
harshness of the wind.” This prophecy and its fulfilment, as stated in
the narrative (which Dr. Todd believed to be an interpolation), is, how-
ever, of great value in proving the position of Beala¢ Leacga, as well as
that of the graves of Mahon and Molloy. The following is what is said
concerning its fulfilment :— i

P, 92 :—LXL Ocur no corijajlled tja an fajrcine rm amajl po Gajnzin
m cleped, ©oi% )r & Ocad mac Febennars oon Déjry bice no hapb Waolmuad
a3 Octl Bealass Lecsa, ap na pazbarl 1 mbosdn fenng, ©0 an mbpers 4 riil
uad ope erccame an cles, ©o Fnrd, umonnpo 1n como) 1mazuy allecza
man cnoé. Da comarlleo 1 mipm yor, ©415 1rano 154 Lecs Washzarima
allayer oo cnuc, ocur lecs 2Wajlmuao allasuaro, ocuy 1 G4ITNEND 14y
¥4It co bpag, anjajl po Tincan 1 clepeaé, ocup m cneval.

Translation, p. 93:—“LXI. And this prediction, as it was foretold by
the clerk, was fulfilled ; for it was Aedh, the son of Gebennach of the
Deisi-Beg, that slew Maolmuadh at the ford of Bealach Leachta, having
found him in an alder hut, aftcr being deprived of his eyes through the
curse of the clerk, who had also prayed the Lord that his grave should be
near that hill. That was likewise verified, for Mathgamhain’s grave is
on the south side of the [a] hill,and Maelmuadh’s grave on the north side,
and the sun never shines on it, as the clerk, the religious, had foretold.”

Here we have a statement in reference to Bealach Leachta, which
describes accurately its peculiar physical situation in such a clear and
unmistakable manner that no person can controvert it—*#3 Ocgh (U%)
Beala)s leéwa” (e “ at the ford of Bealach Leachta.”)

Could anything be plainer or more explicit than this, as proving that
the Beala¢ leaésa, at which Brian Boroimhe defeated Maolmuaidh and

the Danes of Munster, was situated at a river?

o — ©
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It seems strange that neither Dr. Todd nor John O'Donovan had
anything to say about this ford of Bealad leaiza, Notwithstanding the
critical comments in their learned and copious notes on the subject, not
a word is said in reference to the ford, although it was unquestionably
the strongest clue they had towards establishing the identity of the

place. The reason of their silence in this regard seems obvious—there

was no river ford near the alleged site of the Melted Pass (?) in the
county of Limerick, where,

in opposition to every authority, traditional
and otherwise, they tried so hard to locate it,

In the poetical challenge sent by Brian to Molloy, demanding that he
should give battle in revenge for the murder of Mabhon, his brother, Brian
states that were he himself willing to forgive the terrible crime, the
renowned Dail Cais would not forgive, and that it was their intention to
make a victorious expedition, by which Ui Eachach would be sadly
reduced. Further on, he urgently invited Maolmuaidh to come from the
south a fortnight from the following day, with the full muster of his
forces and followers, and meet him at Bealach Leachta, which he again
designates “Belac leacsa lanslar ” (“Bealach Leachta full green”), im-
plying that no place would be more acceptable to Brian to meet the
assassin of his brother ‘and avenge the cowardly deed, than where the
murder was committed, and where the bones of that unavenged hero
rested. This poem, which was evidently founded on the contents of the
original challenge sent by Brian, bears evidence of not being composed
for several years after the battle was fought, and on that =ccount may be
regarded as more accurate concerning the battle site, as well as other
incidents which occurred in connection therewith.

The language of the poem leaves no doubt as to where the military
expedition had taken place, for it clearly indicates that it was south in the
direction of Ui Eachach, the location of which has been already described,
The situations, too, of both Mahon’s and Molloy’s graves are accurately
given in page 9z (as quoted), for north of “ Leacht Mahon ” there is high
ground, while the tomb itself is on a level, exposed to the broad light of
day. Molloy’s grave, on the other hand, is at Leaca Dys, on ‘the north

side of Sliab Caopn, a mile-and-a-half from « the ford of Bealach Leachta,”
where it is obscured from the sun’s rays,

The entire mountain of Sljab Caoy
lands. Among some of its sub-divisions, as

shown by Ordnance sheet 70
(which T received quite recently), are Sleve

en West, Lackaduff, Carriga-
the first part of this article
hat Carriganine appeared as a’separate
P, nor even were those who were born in

onsidered it belonged to Sleveen West.

nine, and part of Tullatreada, When I wrote
I was not aware at the time t
townland on the Ordnance ma
the place, as they always ¢

%
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Capnaiz an vam (rock of the cauldron) was known to m: asfat;’ocli;};zt

ds east of that part of the )
Gl ut three hundred yar ! h .
po Stl}:u:ft e;]le i‘,.‘l;)ci.a field,” which is now called Beapna Deaps. It is closer
sou g »

to the great pass of Beanna Deans, being south by a little south-east of
0

i i ifference in their situations, as shown .by
it;)ee;rl;f)rec:tshr;:\t';epilﬁz‘ea:fldlliive pointed them out already, a thing
i ; i i map.
Whi‘cchu:::saio‘g;;:}rgt’I‘t:Sailria?]i\i (hilfl)ock of the [cattle] herd), one of
g5 gy Slorl:lf:sfzi %:SBUS‘;’;:;’M is Tias na n-Domany (countr;l/

/"‘no_thef ll’)l:lh: aridc'es). Strictly speaking, however, the: \vox-'d cu?:;
:irg:il;fa:(: t:ibe and zf’mm districts being 0cc1lxpi;:d byt hcer;?;x:ritcrtlx; etme
oo ol ly applied to the -
“’T"d i tll:le t(;fi:ria?':;ate‘:n%::,:: f)ir:}gtnszr:)n originally ma)‘: bee ;.::::e;
selves. Ty e
ignify “ tri f the ridges.” Its literal meaning at p ;
it;?:etgi:fiiltf};f ttl:::breic(l)ges.” A%ter the twelftl} centux;y 1ta _\:1; l:::;\; ::T'S'
Tuat na n-dDpomany Uj Plomm, ze (Z'I"’lynntsx Tuétolr-:lac oyl
It was so called in the grant made by hhzat;ett t\;/ebb oo
MacCarthy in the year 1578 (paper b.y Her! et;} i e 0 A
vol. i,, of the Journal), where it is wntten“by od g s
acciua’intcd with Gaelic orthography as ! ]'(ri(l)::; al; . g'” g oy
prs Olf{l"ifzq;?:’ fam}gaiic;‘;en;:?gﬁ; Tuat na n-Dpomann comprised
deareg}:iar er district. It included Macroom, the south’em half of Clc:lx:;
::lrr:}l:ifi parigsh, and the whole of Cill-na—Martra. The O I:)l{y;[n;s:::y .
ancient rulers over Wiipcnarde 2)Tme, 7.e. both baronies ‘
the';(l)xli]: tZoSr?trl;, after the establishment of sut’r,xamesn,tl wa;ft ::]l;(i
Wiircnarde Aj Plomm (Muskerry of -O’Flynn). dSu]zsdeqt:x; en)ci;oa‘:hment
English invasion, the O’Flynn territory was re uch A
MacCarthys and other powerful clans, w 0 W sty
giomk;?e and settled there about that time. It was still furé er tsagnl
aft:.sr th?;ntroduction, in the thirteenth century, of thbe tl\:[l:c 3::,::" )y o
d-Tuath (fe. “of the tribe districts,” not “of tl.le' 211. i
Donegal, by the MacCarthys, to marshal a'nd d_;sap meand g
forces. This military clan afterwards settled in Ki mur:yard b
end of Macroom, forcing the O’Flynas from there wes ug a,ﬁons o
they had in their possession, at the time of the cortl osfcMacmom‘
ixteenth century, only Cill-na-Martra and a.small par O
e The castle of Dun da Radharc was built by thi i 3; th;_ir b
the last stronghold occupied by them in Muskfrry,f Maioom 5ol
session until the year 1578.  The ancient castle o

) i
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built by them. This they had to relin

before the confi i
; scations took place. [
a siege in b caught fire acci i
MCDiarmuidSeI{)Itenéber. 160?, but was resto:ed again :en?”y ity
iy ac‘ arthy, sixteenth Lord of Muskerr \yl Dot
famous sea adn?i?'illniian\?/-ﬁl'wem structure. AC‘-‘ordiyn’u' vt:)o Sar::'atfdt}:t
; » Sir William P ° hons
bOrr_}‘;ln Ay enn, the founder of Pennsylvania, was
¢ two remarkable ‘¢ D' v
W o oms” from which Gnag na n.
i over nine e 2e reat clovated ridge. of Cillna-Mag g
P ot iles long, culminating in Sliabh Cacin "-‘t}?rtra' s
boundary of Le‘;:fil{;hrough the centre of the parish unti'init . C?St' e
st e [ I\:orth of this is the second ridg vy th‘e
S ,or.compamon, ridge). This ridge is nortbhe’ )y (.:6",
e g . menctnga short distance west of Macroom, wh I
elevatio}; eserv.ed ‘m the townland of « Codrum,” ’1‘},1’5“t e t!w J
g ) contmu'mg a zig-zag course until it reaches th -
%h:u;ney parlxlsh, where it attains a good elevation ol
cep valley lying betwe ;
o s en these elevation:
red:‘)ro::I :éasbanmently known as “3leann na n.q)e:;s ’f,'rom Siohas to
who ,these 14061}:: he( t:’-l'ds i »Deans Lao¢pas G,Va(‘:le}’ e
© (champions), so- ' gy
k , so-called, were, i i »
nown, They may probably have reference o tthere is nothing further

he “Three' REd Hsa:is
te > ) L 1ent
of IVIUHS r,” who were of the Tuas wdlll’é’l e, Ze, the ancien Fubolg

It was these three warriors who killed Conall

quish to the MacCarthys long

Dily ©4 Radanc (for ; i Phooka castle,

cCent'ly situated on top of the great ridge
aoin. The two prospects from which the name w

Lee south, the islands of the “3aoptqw.”
gave a good description of the castle .t

s}lru‘)unding country, as follows :— Fhe,
signifies ‘ Mount Prospect’) is sea-tc

Smith was here: in
" 101750,
, ether with the aspecisof atrx:
The castle of Dundarerk (which

: : d on a hill about i
ormer [Carrig-a-Phooka castle], and commands a 3;:;]::3 Ut;l ;Jf 03
ended view

to the west as far as the b
ounds of Kerry, to th
z;)necima:) tgrl\;lea.tctract to t}‘le south. It w:’; builte E;Stthalmls:t o
e squa::c bzrltgy for}l;exted this castle in the rebellion 07' ;64aCCaIrthys.
h ilding, having sevent ol Uit
o ] ! y stone steps
o ):mmg to it stood some modern building, ngw ir? :h_e -t?attlements,
g¢ gardens and orchards, also destroyed. A little to tl}lll: e l:ﬁre i
; north is the

W
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ruined church of Kilnamartery. The country to the north and west, as
far as the eye can see, is intermixed with large white rocks and green
spots; at first sight a stranger at a distance might take them for the
ruins of a vast city, the white crags resembling so many lofty towers,
ruined churches and palaces. In a more level country the eye is, per-
haps, pleased with little hills and gentle ascents; but in this rough
situation the imagination is astonished with a grandeur in nature which
nothing but the scenc itself can inspire a just idea of. If the forests
which formerly covered these tracts are now no more, yet the naked
rocks in some places, remains of wood in others,and parcels of cultivated
grounds intermixed, afford a greater variety and more delightful land-
scape” (Smith's History of Cork, vol. i, p. 161, published by the Cork
Historical and Archaological Society).

Such was the impression made on the mind of this great man as he
stood on top of one of the oldest fortresses in.our county, and viewed, as
if from an observatory, the wild, romantic scenery of the surrounding
country, which he did not exaggerate in the least.

But the glory and past of this historical landmark, like the fame and
hospitality of its ancient owners, has vanished for ever and passed into
silent oblivion, not a trace being left of even the name of its primitive
founders in the parish which once bore the proud distinction of Tuag
na y-Dpomann Uj Plojym.

About the year 1820 a great portion of Dun-da-Radharc castle col-
lapsed in the night time, making a tremendous noise, that was heard for
a considerable distance.

When the Protestant church close by was built, it is said that a great
deal of the stone used in its construction was taken from the castle,
leaving the latter in a very shattered condition.

There is no trace of the old castle now left, I understand. The
present occupier (Timothy O’Leary, himself a descendant of the ancient
race of Ithe) had the old ruins torn down a short time ago to use the
stone for building purposes and repairing roads, thereby obliterating one
of the most ancient duns in the county. The modern townland took its

name from the castle.

The O'Flynns who built Diin ©4 Ravanc and the castle of Macroom
were a branch of the O'Flynns of Arda, situated between Skibbereen

and Baltimore, where the castle of Ardagh was their principal seat.

O'Heerin, in his topographical poem, mentions the O’Flynns thus :—

# O'Flynn Arda of the blooming woods,
A tribe of the purest pedigree ;
Heir to the lordship is each man,
They are the clan of Ui Baghamna.
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Of the race of Conari of the great forces,

Let us speak of the chiefs of Muscraidhl

A host whom the bright sun salutes .

On the land of the Martineans (8 of Munster.”

Th
“Fcal‘inia;':q ua'l"ound Dun,:da.. Radharc was known to the bards
Under thg p’a]tr:;: Féile (literally, land of the ridge of l;ospitali;)s
erected in Dun-da R:c?; of the MacCarthys a small family church w'as'
Sibokatan arc cemetery, b icissi
topathie d Y, but the vicissitud i
th§reforre ::li},) t};e df“‘“’ bed state of the country, weree: ol" the.t'mes'
bt ‘as destined to flourish only for a bn'e’{ © against lt.’ and
Rd\v'f:e{e tl:;rty-four feet long by twenty-six wide L e
40] . :
b o(fletr?: the }Eex"O. or champion). R4s usually denote
prince. This large townland, divided jnto north c;
an

south Raleigh, formerl ;
v metnig S ¥ belonged to Cill-na-Martra, but is now part of

ﬁl;:tngéin, “Curraheen " (little marsh)
e. 3 H .
SPOkenEanr;u::;nr,’O‘Jn;hlbracl_ca'ne ” (river holm of the trout).  In th
i A he gemtl\te of Jnmr, which is Jnnre, is corru tle'
wpisi ” ive, thus making this name, as pronou ; o
odiion P nced corruptly,
B]luac.dp. “ Brehaun ” (little brink or b
Dpom Oyniz, « Dromonig ”
have been the old name for: c
the neighbourhood of ®iin o4
the O'Flynns was Proverbial,

Drom an Sanpaze, «
B Seéjq];] Psrﬁ:\anifrr}}:" (ridge or elevation of the garden)
. . ) vallyshane ” (John'’s old | ol
b::“\l\;r; r:nt I:eference 'to who this John was. There is a](r,'nn;:r)é An
ol 'W:Jh;ocks in this townland, called Canparz an ‘DCH}ll:'V st
e i ,0 > entrance from the west has the appearance of a d(mCk .
b g i]:_wtor:ﬂt;’p.a c'll"he]wallls on each side are smooth and c;::rr;:::t
hisel, i B ¢
vy n the penal times Mass used be cele-
Driom Ré, * Dro
3 mreague” (smooth, level rj
- , level ridge), F, i
b :;st have ext.ended further to the north-wes ta)kin Dil’uﬁ?y i
o e%/:ted ?laln that is situated on top of the’ greatgri;ll . 'Of t}fe
(littlel}; fere Is an angle in the road here, called Liibj e
> 00p of the corpses). This name js said to be given tno Tl: S'CIWVP
e place

order),

(bﬁ)untxful ridge),  This probably may

o]x;sxc}erable part of the great ridge around
avane, for the generous hospitality of

®) An ancient Firbol

8 g tribe called

i\:éteu::eafu; the;) revolution of the A;rtl‘:
‘Were distributed thro

Scotic or Milesian race. T

ath Mairtini, who were assi,

each Tuatha, when the v. Foce mperaidhe

€ various tribx i
d, and kept under subjection hy {ll:eefioﬁig;er:{
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because in the penal times every funeral from the west passing towards
the cemetery used halt here for the priest to read the funeral services.
Notwithstanding this explanation there are good reasons to believe that
the name is much older.

We are informed by tradition that this place, and a short distance
west of it, is the site of an ancient battlefield. All that is known con-
cerning this battle, which is said to have taken place before the Christian
era, is that it was fought at Dnom Sedn $ot (ridge of the old hut), and
that the invading army proved victorious ; but upon renewing hostilities
the following day at At a1 Buayd, four miles north-west from here, they
were defeated with great slaughter.

In almost every oid battlefield occurs such places as luz na 3-Conp,
Liib na 5-Cony, % na 5-Cony, etc.,, showing where the greatest slaughter
took place. That Liibjn na 5-Conp, therefore, as its name implies, is the
place where the principal fighting in connection with this battle occurred,
and not as the country people aver, who always seem to have a way of
their own to account for everything (what O'Donovan termed “ the guess
derivation ”).

Caol Fumyreann, “ Kylefinchin.” Caol is usually called to overflow
land near a river, fertile strips from the deposits left after floods, but the
name is more generally called where the river runs through a marsh or
waste land. There is a small stream running through this townland, on
the banks of which used to grow ash trees. ,The name signifies “ narrow
(strip) of the ash trees.” There is a very large fort with a double em-
bankment encircling it, and two gallans, in this townland.

Pdpc an n-Ojledm (field of the island.)

Cliam Clwo, “Clonclud” (dell of the mud). Cluam is generally
translated “ meadow,” yet it is not necessarily such. It signifies a shel-
tered, sunny spot, a cosy, fertile enclosed hollow, either surrounded by
rocks, trees or brushwood, but always affording shelter from every
quarter. Its characteristic features are fertility and shelter, having, as it
were, a pleasant climate of its own. ‘‘Cluamse Cluganad,” (sheltered
dells). There is no equivalent for it in the English language ; the word
« dell ” seems to be the closest to it. * Meadow ” will not do.

The river close by is called Tonn (the Toon), a tributary of the Lee,
It flows for a considerable distance through low lands before entering
the latter east of Toon’s bridge. In wet weather, when the Lee becomes
flooded, inundating the islands of the Gaortha, it holds back the water of
the Toon, causing the latter to overflow all of the low land for a great
distance ; hence the name Tonm, « wave” (the flood wave) ; Coir Tunne

(beside the wave).
Ciijl Gam « Coolcaum ” (crooked or winding angle).




12 COR ; :
K HISTORICAL AND ACH. EOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

Acad an Conna)e
. 1T, “ Aghacu v
Knockroe " (red hill), H g
red colour,
Bajle Uj Buays « ie” (s
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remnant of thi T T (Physicians) of the an e b
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or Rory of the race of Ir. They came to Munster, where Duach Dalta
of the race of Eibhir, who was then full monarch of Ireland, assigned
them a large territory in the south and west of Munster, where they
afterwards became very powerful as chief military commanders of that
province. The Clanna Deaghaidh occupies a prominent place in ancient
Irish history. Some of them became kings of Munster, and three of
them even monarchs of Ireland.

Sleany Deazars, a well-known valley south of Dunmanway, was also
called after them. Cathair Conroi, to the west of Tralee, in the county
Kerry, was one of their principal seats or hcadquarters. It was called
after the famous Curoi Mac Daire, who flourished about the beginning
of the Christian era.

Catan Deasard is situated on a high clevation that commands a
great view of the surrounding country. There is a smaller fort within a
few yards west of it, and two gallans north, one very close, and the other
a short distance east from it. One of these pillar stones was broken up
about twenty years ago. There is a third fort lower down the slope
north of it, in the same townland.

These forts, with Catain Céinin, half a mile east of them, must have
been very important military fortresses. From their elevated situations
they must have served as main signal stations for the country around.
Only certain forts served in this capacity—those, perhaps, in which the
chiefs resided, and under whose strict discipline a careful vigil was kept
at all times. The ancient Irish had a most perfect signal system, which

probably is not excelled at the present day. Tradition tells that this
system consisted of secretly-arranged signal fires by night, and by
columns of smoke identically placed during daytime.

Choc Sagann, “ Knocksahering” (hill of Saturn). This deity, who
is said to have produced the Golden Age by instructing mankind in
agriculture and the useful arts, must have received veneration from the
pagan Kelts.

Dome an Tcarn, “ Derrintogher ” (oak wood of the causeway.)

Ljor Burde, “ Lissbee.” This name seems to indicate yellow fort.”
However, it may have been derived from Baoi, the druidess, who was
the wife of Dinioch, the celebrated druid of Wureparde. O'Curry, in the
Battle of Magh Leanna, p. 26, mentions a strange story as contained in
Leabhar na h-Uidhré, in reference to the druidical powers of Dinioch
and his wife Baoi. Lljor Bwde, therefore, may have been the residence
or home fortress of this old druidess. “Carn Buidhe,” her monumental
stone heap, has not been identified.

Cill W45 Ceands, « Kilmakaroge” (church [of the] plain [of the]
young stag). There is an old abandoned cemetery yet in existence here,
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but no trace of the ruins of the old church ca
it was not a primitive « cn,»
connection with it ; but this s
be the case in connection wit|
that it was at least a very an

n be seen now. . Evidently
as there is no mention of a saint’s name in
ometimes may be misleading, as seems to
h this church, for there 15 every indication
cient foundation, if not 3 primitive one,
Dojnjn na Cednooan, « Derreenacarton” (little oak wood of the forge).
Cluamze Cansays, « Cloontycarthy * (Cartha’s dells). = “Capsass,”
the genitive form of this name, has been Anglicised « Carthy” and

* Carty.” In this tow: d sheltery places,
or dells, surrounded b

Leac 2Magp, « Lackmore " (large flag). This flag w.

as probably a great
cromleac. I made inquiries concerning it, but receive

d no answer. This

gallan
in the same field, not given,

Dojpie Eaé, « Derragh” (oak wood of the horse.) Close to this Doype,
in the next parish (Ibh Laoghaire), is a place called Dojne an Eanays,
“ Derrineanig ” (oak wood of the marsh), so called from the famous
Dums na y-Jeavany, 7, marsh of the (wild) geese,

Sonz na Bemne, « Gortnabinng » (field of the
The road from Macroom, vig Cill-na—Martra,
through the steep side of a cliff here

pinnacle or hill top).
to Gougane Barra passes
» making a half turn to where it

(“ Aughros ™), with jts many attractions, containing the ruins of an old
church, and one of the largest gallans in Ireland. Here, too, is where
O’Sullivan Beara encamped the first night in his famous flight from
Bantry, December 31st, 1601, :

In constructing the Gort-na-Beinne road, some time between the
years 1830-40, the labourers jn excavating came across a lot ‘of ancient
pottery, some of which was of very large size. The building of this road

shows excellent engineering, as the grade is not steep anywt ere,
The wild grandeur of the

ark deep glen,’ that is
Leading out’ of this
h a Ciim, /¢, the arrow approzch to a pass,
and the pass itself. The word, in fact, signifies a pass. This pass is
called Ciim an Waonazs, 74 « the dog’s pass.”

Doine Finjy, « Derryfineen ” (oak wood of Fineen), Finan or Finin
is Anglicised “ Florence ” and “Florry.” It is a common name among
the McCarthys and other Muskerry clans,

Dome an Cujnpe (oak wood

of the mischievous wickedness),

L e
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y k woods).
: irree” (.. bog-flat of the oa .
ée -Djorde, “ Renanirree ” ( by v
Th Ril,'nt ?At ‘;t one tir;le must have been a vast oak forest, judging
is distric wust 5
y representing its ske eton. o R
i many'n:m‘?;crfhan » This name signifies sterile, COld'tez:f Koy /i
al ; : , :
b rrsesr:‘f.:ind-,swept place, affording no shelter”—the oppos
a .
30;“" gy g {)’he hlll“-lz;c::“;')e.sidence of a chief or princ?,
G, “ Rath " (fortress). Usually the re . ; il
de‘zli’oseR:ame(invariably accompanies it; but in this ins
nd w ; s )
I that we cannot know whose r::th ‘1t w.;s e
IOSt"SO A% na Wio, “ Gortanimille ” (literally sy v
‘)o'":" riors). It took its name from a'celel::rateat b A
(i)'.’«rutal:g ‘(\f:'d of t.he victory) close by, :;t v;/,thh ':t f,—l; bt o
i in which a vi
i i imes. This battle, in whic ! b
i am.:lent tlmest:raxditic\n avers was fought the follow:.n'g f::C};S i
i ‘?)r::z; Sean Bos. In the latter battle the ;atwm oyt
g ﬂI red defeat, but upon being reinforced t' ;ym oo et
o h? VIT e day at A% an Buays, where they gave td et0 . t],; g
i hat not one escape tale.

i great slaughter tha ; sqbic
them W'Ith suc}:::st of the f%fd, on the BallyvoE!mey S.Jdei;)(:ible [ortréss)_
i dlsrancgatanl Céannad (e fortress of victory, inv g
P caHtEdr of these ancient battles mu‘st have beer;e?:ilngg“,hid] i

Thes c‘> y d so often in old manuscripts, but .con e
e gt n. O'Curry, in his Manuscript Materi by e
. "Othmg el gt .enumeratcs among the lost tales r}',xentllom; St
Irish History p. Sgo;e called “Unzam Dune ‘I‘)ubslayre ('foe > pgrt ¢

, : o i ’ ° for
il éelt:;r'tfi:l,aise.) The river of which fll'c an I?::; e
i %l'l z>e (¢. dark stream). Accogqxng to Pe it
s 'Dubsén;mn. écdnnaé was Catain Usa Cednna‘;)s’ i
o g Of' ; It is quite probable, however, that l:jn e e
. Of‘VlCtOI)’ . rior to this battle being fought, z?nh g
v a“f:‘e"t ‘33““;;’ the ford in connection the;feth ; o
i gamed’ngl);' “Unzain Dune Dubjlajre, hthefeforBUbhdhlaise
i i : i k place here in the river g )
hter which took p .

beenhthe g:ea;iﬁ?):tsl of which have come down tc:j us corrobor

ra _ com! b

- il arted to the place in which it occurre FeNEaOR e
naml:: ‘“311)14 « Rahoona " (Una’s fortress). Una w gt

% ’ Y i is Una was prol '

ncient Irish. This a c ey
—— am%“g tmz'la‘lk*uare is no trace of her fort in exn.sten:; nr; il
L t » ;
solml2 czleec‘;:r}xlﬂeac in this townland, and an interesting
is a lar|

(10) Peter O'Conor, better known as Pcaoam 68554]“; a
" well-known Gaelic

nd a native o 0 d in Bantry a few years ago.
poel i ied i try a fev T

i f Cill-na-Martra, who die: »
scribe a t, tiv y

S S
el e

s
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Ihe name Co 14, ey W q » SIg
1 ] cry hele I am ac vainted with it, si luﬁes the
P a hl . nb f hl”S, th
round top of 1l Ill a range o € most e]evated summit or
Ca“ed the CU]ldb. Ihe ]Ughest part of a Stladdle

. The word
requires a good knqwledge of a pI:cehians

Co ; 3
f4ad na Rdt Unaj; is called to the

many other meanings, and it
order to tell which is meant
summit of Rahoona’s high hill

On the south side i
of this hill, a s} i
WDl e » @ short distance from
(brow of the roocl;\'x;d::z t;:f C].o hina, at a place called é:::’rogt o,
sl N} e’rums of the house in which Sedzan '232"4’38’
aster O’Connell), the celebrated poet and schol aving
cholar, was

bDfn An ob ) P

. CIlSk bhaped stone fou

nd hexe with an inscription O £ 18
» scripti "1, 3

Clo¢ ubl‘)db Clolll a, Z.e. stone (o ﬁxe-k ll(”lllg !r()l[l Clo¢ a
] n > )
) ( 0 I
stone, an Hao, ﬁle-k g. r, trom which
d Us indlin I his drl]ldlc fire a]ta fro whic the

townland derived its name, has been illus
4 : ; trated |
ng,f,;’, \;l/h:;icnslttsr:lr?:rzlons are given, p. 289.m I';thewfsrst hpatrt i
g Sl toipy it ugust by Mr. D, Franklin, \v?ichpa:cggraphed
sl i, towe:li::]e. As .stated, it occupies its original “nt_s,for
€ sentinel, by some volcanic uphe:x?::]mo?t,

presents an imposing appeara; i
. n g
for a little castle. o e e Hght bo taleen

At this great stone i
| ‘ , 4S its name im
l}:zd(l/i:]h:{“]?amd‘ fires of Béalweme (first of Ma ) and Sdri
b ta ]?wstlde). .he traditions of a rem};t gt g
0 lnger around it yet in a mysti s long~forgotten
countless centuries. Here e N e
hold their court, where all
the assembled multitud
h es, and whe i
disputes, together with th,e paymentrixf t?r?b::ttlmg plf il
e

chief “¥Fla1g,” or impo:
- 4 Posed on them as fines by t

plies, used the ancient druids

er-tribal
duc from' them to the
he bre}jons','- used to be

f:ould not appear as a burying ground ; but th

m.stance, they gave twenty forts anc; cath .
Cill-na-Martra. To my own perso .
the matter, there are four more of

in the smal] i
. parish
:;1: nl:nowledge, without enquiring int?)[
, and a few gallans, not given

\%
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The ancient cemetery of Clohina, near which St. Lachtain’s church
stood, was a very large one, and clearly indicated being of a pagan
origin, having part of a large stone circle at its northern end, and a few
pillar stones in other places. It was cleared by orders of the clergy,
about the year 1835. There were three principal tombs, one of which
was open, and contained four underground vaults or dumai, with a
passage in the centre dividing them. This tumulus was roofed over with
very large flags, on top of which was formed a conical mound of stones
and earth. There are people yet living who often entered this tomb and
saw the chambers within. In clearing the ground these tombs were left
undisturbed. Around two of them were piled up in huge tuldchans all
of the headstones found in the cemetery, both pagan and Christian.

If the size of an ancient cemetery be considered as a means to form

an idea as to the population of a certain district, Clohina in bygone
times must have been a great centre of population, notwithstanding that
there was another old burying-place about a mile south from it. In
being cleared, it was divided into two parts by the construction of a
large stone fence through its centre from east to west. [ have often
seen part of it that is south of this fence tilled with the rest of the field,
and was present at the opening of several graves. In digging deep
trenches parallel with them, the ground being soft, by pressing on a long
« spring” spade their tops can be felt. They consisted of stone chambers
which were constructed in the following systematic manner :—On each
side of the grave and at both ends were placed square upright flags on
their edge, then similarly-shaped flags were laid horizontally across the
uprights, all closely fitted, and forming a box-like vault, six or seven feet
long by about twenty-six inches wide, and two feet deep.

Outside the limits of the old cemectery proper are to be found
scattered graves for a distance of a hundred yards south-west. It may
be conjectured that here were interred the bodies of strangers who may
have happened to die friendless while making a pilgrimage to the shrine
of St. Lachtain, The main entrance to it from Bealaé Feabnad was at
the north-east corner; there was also a back entrance in the western
end leading to Lachtain’s holy well and to his old church. At this back
entrance stood two pillar stones, placed about five feet apart, and nine
feet high. One of these pillar stones is said to have an Ogham inscrip-
tion on it, which, at the time they were removed, the Rev. Michael Lane,
who was then curate at Ballyvourney, and afterwards parish priest of
Aghabulloge, tried to decipher. One of these stones was taken to a
neighbouring farmyard to be used as a lintel over a car-house door, but
owing to a superstitious fear of having anything more to do with it after

the car-house walls collapsed several times, it is lying there without
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being used. This is not th
sed. e Ogham stone, for the | is buried i
of the big stone heaps at the cemetery. Sl v
. Th'e well is a few yards due west of where the pillar stones stood
. car‘ll)t w?re sﬁua?ed two of the stone fonts, one of which has bee ‘
b:'scn ed in the edlt.ors’ notes to the first part of this paper, p. 290 a:
eing f;taltloned outside the chapel of Renanirree. The oth % i ,l
rlgh’;, inside the entrance to the chapel o i
4 . :
ediﬁceewiezc.m':t}izr;: Ahe:n‘,j \.vho was parish priest at the time this
c » wanted it erected on the site of C cTaj
e msty e of Cill Laczaijn,
;tse t1)3ezaiz;()rlethvmg in the western end of the parish objected ‘on éch:11tt’ ‘:f;
Ba”yvo;i 00 [ia; from them, and too close to the principal church at
Renanirrcge. 2 Zx.v );ears delaxpsed before he consented to have it built at
I ispleased was he, that in doing so he wasl i
a s 2 rashed his h
thcth;anz::t:;e t;:atter, giving full charge of everything pertaining to p?:r?ss
. r.e,su]t tha: thzmds of the leading objectors on the opposite side, with’
sl ey erec‘ted. a church which was entirely too small for the
< ;]m Lac::ltf;si :';' the”déstthct‘ He subsequently had the two fonts moved
well to the new chapel, where the :
two more of them near the site ’ St v
of the old “Cill,” i
il ,” one in the fence of
; , a little west of where the church
laid ;longside the fence in front of it. Mg s
caHEd\\'gU;ti:a;)font? f?unq i,n the place appear to belong to what are‘
phic g ;‘e rlf;uu:, druid’s (altar) dishes.” These are comparatively
s , and are made of a very hard i il ri
g , greenish stone, that will rin
‘:, ,; dl;znd .w}l:en tapped. They have a hollow scooped in:them likei
e 1s] . Another of these is said to be in a fence near the well
would lea}/e three druidic dishes and four of the fc ;
seven altogether instead of six, as already stated
C’ull}:\z;: m;l:.p}c:ss‘ess;on a small round stone found near the site of
, which is decorated with the *S ika,”

- . < wastika,” or bent-arm
:;05; ) This form. of.a cross is of pre-Christian origin, and v::onsn'cl;er:ccil
s of great a'ntlfqmty, as it is found in some of the oldest Asiati
hac:yx;utt)nents. . Th: little stone, therefore, we may probably conjecture tcc>

een a druidic charm stone. Beautifi i i
- e utiful specimens of ancient pottery
. ’lt;]enl:., na Weéunacdn, a part of Clohina, signiﬁes “ kenoll of tl"te (fairy)
T;‘m esli and C};Amw;g an 20wl denotes where an ancient mill stoo):i
is mill must have been in operation for a i :
h ges, as its rerdains, i
s}lna'pc? of old grxnds;9nes, etc, are to be met x;ith everyin}ilet:': :: ::e
vicinity, Cla)r an 2184 (hollow of the kiln), half a mile to the west ;
P08 § ]

nts, making

(1) By a bent-armed cross is mean i
. ; : t a cross which resembl ]
placed across the other, just as if each was a single bar— N e

etter Z's, one

i (A

S

i
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where the drying was done for it. A stream tumbles down over
Canpays an 2wl in a grand cascade of five hundred feet.

Bealaé Feabnad (which John O’Donovan claimed to have been
derived from a hill called Ceann Ubpas, in Limerick) led from the plain
of Macroom westward through Sljab Caojn, and along the northern brow
of the great ridge of Cill-na-Martra, for over five miles, until it reached
Catam Deazars, where it turned north to Candroma, crossing the
stream at UT an Trompdm, & thence west through Clohina wood, passing
north of Cill laczajn, and on to Gort-Ath-na-Milidh, where it passed
close to the stone circle described in first part of paper, and through the
lower end of rath along the river Dubhghlaise to Dojne 4n Cwlln near
Lomdnaé, where it connected with Bealaé ayo3 Rwe (ze the road of
Mogh Ruith), the great ancient highway of Ballyvourney.

Bealac 203 Ruj% was the ancient road from Kerry, coming through
Ciim na n-€43 (corrugated pass) into Ballyvourney, where it passed by
the old monastery of St. Gobnait, and cast through the centre of Clon-
drohid, passing north of the town of Macroom, and thence on towards
Mallow. It received its name from Mogh Ruith, the celebrated druid,
a native of Oiledn Dainbne (Valentia Island), on the western coast of
Kerry. It was through this Bealach Mogh Ruith passed in his chariot
hauled by wild oxen, when on his way to relieve the army of Munster
from the druidic spell which they were suffering under.

The name of this old road furnishes a most singular illustration to
corroborate facts of history which occurred about the beginning of the
third century. The people living in western Ballyvourney never heard
the history of Mogh Ruith, yet they preserved the name of his old road.
They regarded him as king of the *Slua $j® " (fairy host), who used
pass through this Bealach in his chariot of lightning.

The name of this Bealaé or Bégan 2003 Rwz has been curiously
accounted for by Windele. How he came to call it “ Bohur-Bo-Ruadh,”
and attach a legend of a “red cow » to explain the name, is a matter
which cannot be accounted for. He evidently happened to come across
one of those characteristic peasants (generally illiterate) who, in a
moment and without the least hesitation, will explain in his own way
the meaning of any name you might mention to him.

The alleged story of how a “ red cow” used travel westward by this
road for a distance of six miles to feed, and then return by night to sleep
at Shanacloon, is one of those silly guess, or old woman, derivations
which are so commonly met with every day. This legend is unknown
in the western part of the parish, where the Gaelic language is stronger
than in any other part of Ireland.

(12) The peculiar pillar stones called tiompans seldom reach more than twelve feet
in height, but are enerally very bulky. There is a smaller stone near this tiompan
which does not belong to the same class.
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