IRISH BLATE QUARRIES: -

There seems at the present. moment a sort of
preference with English Capitalists in favour of
Irish slate quarries, where they have at last found

out it does not require fortunes to discover veins, |

but in many localities can go and see them quite
at surface for some miles in length on the rugged
slate formation of the County Cork.

1n the immediate neighbourhood of Carrigbue
and Drimoleague (the great slate ‘centres * of the
district,) may be observed by the practiced’ eye
of a quarry seeker, the fences along the roads
built with fine blocks of the blue slate material,
while the houses surrounding give unmistakeable
evidences of being near some Quarries in opera-
tion and contrasting strongly with. the thatched
cottages a few miles away. ‘I'he local eonsump-
tion being.almost incredible with a daily increas-
ing demand that caonot be sapplied, if the small
and courser kinds of slate that ate pripcipally
used, whilst the larger sizes and superior kinds
are more advantageously sold to the English an
other good markets. We. are. inforyied. some ex-
tensive operationa are about to be.commenced at
the ¢ Gortnascreeny’’ and * Dromasta’’  quarries;
near the Village of Drimoleague, and also at the
Sea Lodge Quarry near Carrigbue, all offering ad-
vantages for a safe retarn not often .to.be found
out of these districts, provided they are eonducted
in a thoroughly practical mode of working.—
Mining Journal. T
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{ THE KILCROHBANE DISTRICT.

The peninsula of Meintervarra divides Bad
Bay from Dunmanus Bay, and from the bold a
and rocky cliffs which form the Sheepshead pro-
| montory, the distance to Casrigbue is .over
\wenty miles. This district, we are informed, is
rich in metalliferous mines, slate quarries; flag
quarries, &c. About two miles to the north.east
of the Sheepshead Tower, and near Evansen's
Cove, the Gartavallig Mine is situated. ‘This
mine was discovered as far back as 1843, by
Capi. Wm. Thomas, and worked in a spirited
maoner till 1846-7, when the panic caused’ by
| the famine of tbat period put an eud for the time
to all apeculations. In the openiog of the mine,
however, we naderstand, that over minety tons of
copper-are were raised and sold in Swansea, and
| that if the operations bhad been exteaded to a
greater depih—for which steam-machinery would |
bave beea pequired—this mine, sccording to the
opinion of gompetent judges, would long since
have beea g profitable eoncern. At the com.
meacement of operations at Gurtavallig there
was no road to whe mine, excepl over rocks, cliffs, |
a0d bogs, but s roed of seme kind being iodis-
pensabie, Colonel Beamish, the chairman of the
company. applied to the Board of Works for a
grant to assist in makinga road. The reply bhe
received was, that before the Board could do
aoythiog they most sead down a sarveyor, whose |

expenses (£20) must be paid by the compan
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