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Cork Examiner, 2 September 1842.

T. D. Sullivan, A Record of Troubled Times in Irish Politics (1905),
Py

Southern Reporter, 28 May 1842.

William Pare, Cooperative Agriculture: History of the Ralahine
Cooperative Society (London, 1870), p. 130. I hope to publish an
extended account of the work of Mr Barry in the near future.

West Cork Eagle, 3 July 1869.

Cork Constitution, 11 and 16 February 1854.

Rev Fr Augustine, OFM, Cap., Footprints of Father Mathew
(Dublin 1947), p. 486.

The Irishman, 15 October 1863. Mr Sedwards did not live to see the
re-opening of the hall. He died in 1861 at the age of 85. P.T.
Winskill, Temperance Standard Bearers (London, 1897), p. 414.
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f SEAN O COILEAIN (1754-1817)
;: By Eugene Daly
i

aniel Corkery refers to Irish Ireland in the eighteenth century,

that is the country outside of Dublin and the larger towns, as the
: “hidden Ireland” in his book of the same title. He refers to it as
that dreadful century during which our forefathers were tested as never
hofore.! He agrees with Dr Sigerson, who wrote: “For a time Anti-Christ
filed in Ireland. Cromwellian cruelty looks mild, and the pagan perse-
Mition of the early Christians almost human when compared with the
Ponal Laws.” He mentions how the O’Connells of Derrynane, Co Kerry,
Wished to avoid mention in Dr Smith’s account of that county. “The
'Connells were Catholic landlords, of which there were few. They did
1ol seek a place in the sun; far less did the cabin-dwellers. A rush-light,
shough to eat, and to be left alone, were all they sought. Their fathers
themselves had suffered so much from the authorities and their laws,
that an overlooked existence for them was a blessing.” Their art con-
Mited of literature and music only, arts that require little or no equip-
ment. Contemporaries like Arthur Young and Maria Edgeworth, and
luler writers like Carleton and Lecky, leave us with an impression of a
land of extraordinary slatternliness. Corkery uses the word slatternli-
Hons ten times on one page to describe the condition of the country. The
slatternliness applied both to the Big House and to the cabin. “The slat-
tornliness of the Big House was barbaric; there was wealth without
tofinement and power without responsibility. The slatternliness of the
tubin was unredeemed unless one looks into the soul of things.* Corkery
lnoked into the soul of things, the hidden pulse of life covered by degra-
dation, hardship, starvation and tyranny. He states that the country was
#peckled with ruins — broken abbeys, roofless churches, battered castles,
hurnt houses, deserted villages. That was the face of Irish Ireland — that
hidden land whose story has never been told. Poverty was its only attire
- poverty in the town, the cabin, the person, their possessions, the land-
nenpe.” As Swift observed: “The Irish had become hewers of wood and
rawers of water for their oppressors.” Corkery wrote: “Being a peasant
nation, the cabins, as might be expected, were the custodians of its
mind.” So it is to the cabins and its inhabitants that we must go to
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