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C ORK UNION. 

REPORT from Dr. Stephens to tbe BOARD OF HEALTH, on the CORK 
WORKHOUSE. 

Sir, Cork, ]7 February 1847. 
I H .A VE the honour to state, for the information of tbe Central Board of Health, 

tbat in obedience to their orders I visited the Cork Workhouse with the least 
possible delay after having "received them, and having made inquiry Oil the cha­
racter of the disease prevalent therein, and on the points mentioned, I now beg 
to enclose, for the satisfaction of the Commissioners, the document marked N o. 1, 
with reference to the ages of patients who died within the week specified, ending 
30th January, the duration of their stay in tlle workhouse previous to death, and 
the nature of their diseases. The document, marked NO.2, contains the cubic 
feet allowed to each inmate in the sick and healthy wards. 

In addition to tbese, I send a return "f cases of sickness. and the mortality 
of the two succeeding weeks, which I considered might be iilteresting to the 
Commissioners, if not already before them. 

Tbe causes of this mortality, I apprebend, will be found to arise, in the first 
place, in the utterly wretched and deplorable condition of those lately admitted 
into the workhouse; many in a. dying state, or in a state surely leading to death; 
in the next place, tb e overcrowded state of the house nt any time must be unfa­
vourable to health, but under existing circumstances peculiarly so, from the state 
of tbe house as to the want of proper and sufficient ventilation, imperfect and 
deficient sewerage, and the vitiation of the atmosphere, within and without the 
house, from ' the existence of depbts of filtb of all kinds immediately adjoining 
the house, and diffusing, even in the present weather, a stench almost insupport~ 
able, and of the most disgusting cbaracter. Upon tbese and otber points I beg 
leave respectfully to direct the attention of tbe C"mmissioners to the information 
with reference to them, furnished by Mr. Burke from the examination of the 
officers of the house yesterday. 

I have to bespeak the favourahle consideration of the Board as to the hurried 
manner in which this Report must appear to be in, as I am just setting out for 
Bantry. 

To A. Moor., E sq. 
Board of Health Office. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Rich' Stephen •. 

Corl.: Union 
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2 REPORTS RELATIVE TO THE STATE OF THE 

Enclosures in Dr. Stephens' REPORT. 

(No.1.) 

AnULT MALES, SCHOOL BoYs, AND INFANTS. 

NO. 1. Small Pox: Ward: Acute cases, 4; convalescent, 14; marasmus, 3: total, '11 . 

No. '2. School Boys' Fever Ward: Fever, 33; dysentery after fever, 10: total, 43. 

NO.3. Infant Ward: Measles, 6; convalescent, 10; fever, g'; total,26. 

NO.4 & 5. Medical and Surgical Wards : Dysentery, 8; phthisis, 4; ;paraJysis, 1; 
bronchitis, 7 ; chronic incurable diseases, 17. 

No.6. Adult Fever Ward: Fevers, 89, of whom 36 a re dangerously ill. 

Former Lock Ward, at present Cbildren's Fever Ward: Fever, 34, of whom 3 are in 
marasmus and '20 convalescent. 

No.8. Male ~dult Infirm Ward: Aged and infirm, 68; chronic ulcers, 17. 

Infirm Infan t Wards: NO.1, 19 children; No.2, 56 ditto; NO· 3, 27 ditto; NO.4, 
30 ditto.i NO.9, 33 ditto: total, 165. 

Small-pox Convalescent Ward, No. 8: 11 infants. 

Fever adult convalescent not in hospital 
Boys' fever convalescent not in hospital 
Infirm men not ill hospital - .. 

T OTAL 

In addition to the above there are 70 patients affected with fever, more Or less severe, 
det~ined in. the lower bouse for want of accommodation in the workhouse, pro perly so 
caJled. 

Age of Patients who died week endiDg 30 January 1847. 

Uneler 2 years 
2 years to . 5 years 
5 " to 13 " 

13 " to 60 " 
60 " to 60 " 
60 " and up\vards 

24 
- ,8 

,8 
9 
9 

13 

TOTAL - - - 91 

Duration or their stay in the Workhouse before death : 

Under a week 
Under a fortnight 
Under tbree weeks 
Under a month -
Under two months, 
Under three months 
Under six months 
Over six months -

TOTAL 

3 
6 

- 21 
16 

8 
6 
3 

- 28 

- 91 

We refer Dr. Stephens as. to the cause of mortality and the means of a rresting its 
further progress, to our evidence given before him on yesterday, and our report (cad 0[1 

.lasl Mondsy. 
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(No.2.) 

COR K UN ION. 

RETURN showing dimensions of W ARDS Dot in Ch!l.rge of Medical Officer, nnd the Number of Cubic Feet (J( Air 
Allowed eOoch Person. 

Number of Occupied Cubit Feet Sllpp~ed 
Number or Occupied Cubit Filet DIMENSIONS. by at of " DIMBNSIONS. by at of Ward. Present. Air eacl!. A.ccommo- Wllrd. Present. Air each. 

date. 

1 ~OxI8XIO - 38 225 40 Hospital: 
3 40x la x 10 - 42 224 30 1 115x l ax 10 - 84 240 
4 60x18XIO - 57 180 40 2 115x lSx 10 - 88 240 
5 OOx18X.10 - 60 200 40 3 115x 18x 1O - 130 160 
8 40 x 18X IO - 29 225 30 4 115 x 18x 10 - 68 300 
9 50x 18X IO - 43 225 40 5 50X18xlO - 44 200 

1 0 lOO x 18 x 10 - 8 1 00- SO 6 50x18XlO - 26 350 ... 
11 40x18x l0 - 50 144 40 , 30 x 18x lO - 16 340 
12 50X18x lO - 45 ·200 . 30 S- 30x l ax 10 - 22 250 
13 150X16x l O - 1S3 126 , .. 9 30x18x lO - 17 24.0 
14 40xJ8xlO - 79 179 30 10 30X 18xlO - 12 450 
Ii) 50xlax lO - 96 196 40 11 50X l~x l0 - 27 330 
16 I OOx18xlO - 186 186 140 12 SOx lax 10 - 31 30 --" 21 50x18x lQ - 30 230 30 13 40X18xlO - 45 260 
22 60xlBxlO - 70 160 40 ,. 40x18x l0 - 6.8 170 
19 60 x 18 x 10 child" 97 120 60 ,. 40X ISx 10 - 37 200 

Dining hall used n81 16 40x18X I0 - 31 210 
dayroomanddor_ 17 30Xl8x lO - 20 270 
mitory for girls, J 505 195 - • 100 X 18 X 10 !l' 160 -14.0-34-20 _ 4 100X 18X lO - 100 180 

6 5OXIBxl0 - 4. 225 
TOTAL - - 1,686 6 50X 18x lO - 6' UO 

7 IOO X IBxlO - 130 140 

Males: Lower House, Sick: 

~ 5 r OOx1 8x lO - 96 113 69 1 4:5x20XlO - 50 180 "'. s:'::: :) 60X 1SX lO - 104 110 60 37 '" . 2 4:5XZOX IO 245 f 0 -
"!;;:,,; 3 30 X l8Xl0 - 79 115 50 ,., .. 

Lodge - 45X20xlO - 4. ZOO o g g 4, Ho1l 50x32X l O - 144 112 -'" ,., >, 

T OTAL Board room 30X20 x 12 - 30 240 - - 423 

Fever ward 18x14 x 12 - 23 13, 

,; 

r ; 
40 x 18x 10 - 35 220 '0 Lunatic ward 40x16 x 9 IS 300 0 -

" 100 X 18 X 10 - 108 169 80 
S 6 30 X20x 12 - 3:! 260 
~ i 8 

60x I8xl0 - 32 280 40 
0 
~ HnIls - - - 252 200 - 6 30x20x12 - 3. 225 ... 

l • 
TOTAL - - 427 

Lower House, Healthy Patientll : 

3 45X20X12 - 65 165 .. Nursery - 80X20xO - 204- 100 

4 45x20x 12 - 74 150 H 
30xl2Xl0 32 120 

" - -
7 36x20x 12 - 45 190 32 

aOx20X 12 160 28 " - 12 x '12XIO - 22 'lOa 8 - .. 
9 aOx20x 12 - 46 160 28 

" - 12 x8 x 10 - 12 80 

10 60x20x 12 - 47 254 46 Aged warda 65x IOX12 77 200 -
II 60x20x 12 - 65 235 46 

12 100 X 20 X 12 - 119 165 90 

Able bOllied - 05x15xl0 - 122 130 80 

11 February 1847 . Gaorge Cart', Accountant and Storekeeper, Cork UniOQ. 
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4 REPORTS RELATIVE TO THE STATE OF THE 

(No·3.) 

MEDICAL WEEKLY REPORT for the 6th February 1847 : 
• 

Number in hospital on last Board day 
Tben and since ad mitted 

Then and since discharged 
Died 

44 
127 

Number of infirm patients on Saturday, 6 February 1847: 8'26. 

MEDICAL WEEKLY REPORT for the 13th F ebruary 1847 ; 

Number in hospital on last Board day 
Then and since admitted - - -

Then and since disCharged 
Died - • -

537 

537 
33 1 

868 

TOTAL Remaining - 554 

Number of infirm patients on Saturday, 13 February 1847: 88g. 

Deaths for present Week: 

On Sunday, 14 February 
On Monday, 15 11 

On Tuesday, 16 11 

TOTAl.. 

By order of Drs. Popham and O'Connor. 

(No, 4.) , 

No. 1. Female Lock Warn: 

16 patients j 3 windows; 3 ventilators. 

Diseases: 9 syphilis; 4 diarrhcea; 1 anasarca; '2 phthisis. 

NO.4. Children's Fever Ward: 

67 patients; 15 beds; 6 windows; 1 ventilator.' 

Diseases: 1'2 marasmus from feverl 8 of these have diarrhcea; 5'2 in mild fc:ver. 

Nos. !! &. 3. Female Medical Wards: 

40 patients; 32 beds; ? windows; 3 ventilators. 

Diseases: 10 diarrhcea; !l cholera j 3 phthisis; 5 bronchitis; 20 various chrooic: 
diseases. 
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Lying-in Hospital: 

12 women; 8 children (4 still-born or premature); 9 beds; z rooms; 4 windows; 
::a ventilators. 

Nos. 5 &. 6. Female Fever Hospital: 

125 fever patients; 45 beds j 18 windows. 

Penitentiary: 

41 patients; 2.0 heds; 2 windows; 3 ventilators. 
10 syphilis; remainder healthy. 

NO.7. HlJspital infirm: 

68 patients; 41 beds; 16 windows; attached to this is an apartment used for heating 
-diet. 

No. 13. '\Vorkbouse Department; 

Room for dining-hall. 
125 occupants j 43 beds; 7 windows; occupied by females more or less infirm. 

NO.4. Infirm. 

'100 occupants j 41 beds; 9 windows; 1 ventilator j occupied by infirm women. 

No.6. Infirm. 

4!l: occupants; 21 beds; 4 windows; 1 ventilator. 

No. 19. Children's Infirm Ward, or Convalescents: 

:'82 occupants or patients; 25 beds; 5 windows j 5 ventilators. 

No. '20. Children's Infirm Ward : 

78 patients; '20 beds j 5 windows j 5 ventilators. 

SECOND REPORT from Dr. Stephens to the BOARD of HEALTH on the 
Cork Workhouse. 

Sir, Bandon, 18 February 1847. 
IN the hurried letter which I had the hoooor of transmitting to yoo yesterday, 

written as I was just about to leave for tbis town on my way to Bantry, I endea­
voured to supply the information required by the Central Board of Health, as 
stated in the letter of their instruction5~ I now take advantage of the sbort time 
before the departure of the coacb, to submit to the notice and consideration of the 
Poor Law Commissioners the circumstances and state of the Cork Workhouse 
00 the occasion of my visits to it. 

On coming to the entrance-door of it, I first met a dense crowd of unhappy, 
wretched, and sickly looking beings, almost wedged togetber, who, when inquiring 
about, I was informed were persons seeking admission to see their friends and 
relatives, inmates of the house; they were obliged to remain in this state for a 
long time, waiting for their turn, and rushing in upon the door being opened; 
this I considered as injurious, both to themselves and the inmates of the house, 
bearing with them as they did the seeds of contagion, and thus increasing the 
amount of evil already existing. 

When entering the Louse, all appeared to be in a state of confusion, DO order; 
indeed it might be said, that it was in a completely chaotic state; the £rst place 
I entered was what had been the scbool-room for boys, but I was informed there 
had not been school for some weeks; it has been converted into a dormitory. 

257. A 3 There 

Corl:: Union. 
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6 REPORTS RELATIVE TO THE STATE OF THE 

There were in it at the time of my visit on Sunday, at three o'clock, 150 boys; 
102 slept in it the preceding night j for this number there ~yere 24 beds; si.x 
generally slept togetber; lenglh of tbe ward. 45 feet by 30 I? breadth; the air 
at this hour very impure; tbe beds and beddmg are pIled up In a heap. 

The ordinary hall is now converted into a dormitory, 700 persons ~Ieeping and 
eating in it every day; 600 slept in it the night before, .ror wholll there are 130 
beds; ao-es five to 13 years; five of the age from five to mne years sleep together, 
four of the aO'e of 13; the beds piled up at nin e in the morn ing, and laid down 
at six o'cIockoin the evening; a ceiling has been made in the dining~hall, forming 
a ward for 105 aged and infirm inmates. The ward is low, being close to the 
roof j 105 slept in it; the beds are quite close to one another, and the windows in 
it were not opened since it was first used all Wednesday last. 

The female school-room is now used as a nursery for children with their mothers. 
No. I ward for children, ' 5 beds for 35. NO. 2 for child ren in care of their 
parents, 21 beds for 7 2 persons; inside ward, 15 beds for 3' persons. NO.4, 
j 7 beds for 37 children and 17 women. The general aspect of the children, 
unhealthy and drooping. NO.4, female infi rm ward, 41 beds for 123; the beds 
quite too close ; 30 remained sick in bed, the remainder sitting in the ward. 
NO.7, convalescent ward, five beds for 120 persons; all had been in fever, 
either in the hospital of the hOllse, or in the Fever Hospital ill the town; 4.5 beds 
for 120 persons; the beds so close to eachother, that not another could be added; 
it is entirely overcrowded. From the description given of these wards, the cou­
dition of lhe rest may be understood. I visited every olle in the house, and took 
notes of them, which I can forward if wished for. The female side of the house 
is much more crowded than the male side, and is in a. much cleaner and orderly 
state . . 

The venlilation of the house is very deficient, the posilion of the windows ap­
pearing to me very unsuited to the purpose. They arc so low that the wind 
blows directly on the patients, whose beds are illlmediately under them; the 
almosphere of the wards generally may be judged of, in the first place, from the 
numbers cong,.egated in them; and in the next place, when it is known that all 
the discharges of the inmates nre retained in the wards in buckets which arc 
carried through the corridors in the morning, diffusing a stench most disgusting, 
,vhich continues until a late hour of the day. 

The sewerage of the house is in a most objectionable state, leading to n state 
of th ings most revolting, and so disgusti.ng that I will not here enter upon it. 
Some details on lhe subject will be found in Mr. Burke's noles of the inquiry 
I deemed it advisable to enter upon with reference to the condition of lhe house. 
I must also refer to them on other points, as to diet, &c., which time will not 
now permit me to enlarge upon. I have hert: to remark tbat additions to the 
building are in progress of erection which are likely to interfere with the present 
state of ventilation, and so far increase the existing evil. 

I visited the old workhouse, which constitutes a part of the union workhouse; 
it contains about 1, 200 women; the air, upon entering it, is found at once to 
be most offensive, from a most abominable arrangement not necessary further 
to advert to here. 

·1 have heen requested to attend the meeting of the Board of Guardians on 
Monday next in Cork, which I hope to be able to do. I write this in Banlry, 
where I arrived this evening, having commenced it in Bandon this morning, 
where, as it may be perceived, the stationery is very indifferent, but which 
I thought it better to use than delay this report, written under every disad­
vantage. 

I bave to offer every apology for presenting such a document as tbis appears 
to be; in truth I could not transcribe it in time for the pust in this distant 
quarter. 

A. Moore, Esq., 
Board of Health Office. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) R. Stephens. 
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BANTRY UNION. 

REPORT from Dr. Stephen, to the BOARD OF HEALTH on the BANTity 
WORKHO USE. 

Sir, Bantry, 20 February 184i . 
I HAVE the honour to state for the information of the Central Board of Health, BaDtry UDioo. 

tbat pursuant to their orders I visited the Bantry Workhouse yesterday, and 
made inquiry into the character of the sickness prevalent in it, also as to the ages 
of patients who died within the week ended the 6th instant, the duration of their 
stay in the workhouse pre vious to death, the state of the bouse as to ventilation 
anrlthe diet and drink for the sick, together with the numher of cubic feet allowed 
to cOach inmate in the sick and healthy wards. 

With reference to the workhollse, I find it clean and orderly; the wards are 
spacious, and not having the number of bed. they are capable of accommodat ing 
without inconvenience ; the air of tbe house generally good, with the exception of 
the male infirm ward, in which the air was most impure from want of ventilation, 
as also the male dormitories for boys from six to ten years of age, whose habits 
are filthy; the same to be said of the female day~room , which is also a nursery for 
children and their mothers; the air of this room was most impure, the women 
being very inattentive to the habits of decency, which the matroD, who is herself 
most orderlv, finds it very difficult to make them observe. 

Th e ellcl~scd paper contains the ages of patients, their stay in the house, alld 
the numuer of cubic feet allowed to each lucatic. 

Language would fail to give an adequate idea of the state of the Fever H as· 
pital; such an appalliog, O1,,-[u l, nnd heart·sickening condition as it presented 
I never witnessed , or could think possible to exist in a civili sed or Christian 
community. As I entered the house, the stench that proceeded from it, and 
prevailed through it, was most dreadful and noisome; but oh, what scenes pre­
sented themselves to my view as I prol!eeded through the wards and passages : 
patients lying on straw) naked, and in their excrements, a slight covering thrown 
over them; in two beds, living: beings beside the dead in the same bed with 
them, and dead since the night before. I saw a woman who had heen delivered 
but four days, almost expiring, with her wretched infant nearly suffocated; I 
administered at once wine, and had warmth applied, as there had been no 
medical attendant appointed during the illness of Dr. Tisdall , one of the medical 
men of the town, I was told had been there two days before; no medicine, no 
drink, in dirt, no fire, the unhappy beings who were able to express their wants 
crying out for drink ; water, water, asked for, Lut no one to give it to them; 
others crying out for something to eat, as they said they were starved; many im­
ploring to be taken out of it as they were not sick, but weak; thirty soon were 
found fit to be removed. The pre,'ailing disease is dysentery, rendered highly 

. contagiolls from the fetid state of the several wards. The wards are saturated with . 
wet and ordure, the walls marked with the same. No nurses in the house 
except onlt of the paupers, totally unfit for the duties, every person being afraid 
to enter what was considered a pest~house; it is useless to en large or dwell further 
upon this revolting subject. I directed the clerk of the union to bring to the 
board room any guardian or guardIans he eQuId find ; three came, and in the 
presence of the chaplains of the house. and the master and matron, I laid before 
them the state of things I had just witnessed, with feelings I will not attempt 
to descriue, and stated to them what should be done to arrest the frightful evil 
so widely ,pread ing. In the yard, filthy beds and bedding were heaped up 
and allowed to remuin there; the same state of things in the infirmary, where 
dysentery was almost universal. 

The supply of water for the workhouse is by means of being carried by women; 
the want of it at present was great, from the great increa."e of washing. It is said 
to be not good; it is impregnated with iron, and much disl iked. 

Having done all tbat was possible for me to do here, I purpose to proceed to 
Cork, to attend the meeting" of the Board of Guardians there on Monday, after 
which I shall proceed to M itchelstown, where I hope to be on Tuesday to comply 
with the wishes of the Cenlrul Board of Health. 

I have, &c. 
A. Moore, Esq. (signed) R. Stephens. 

257· .A 4 



8 REPORTS RELATIVE TO THE STATE OF THE 

:Bantry Union. 

Enclosnres in Dr. Stephens' REPORT on BANTRY WORKHOUSE. 

NUMBER of D EATIIS Fifty-siX", for the Week ending 6 February 1847, with their respootive. 
Ages and Time in Workhouse. 

-

NAN:ES. AGES. Time Spent in Wort.:- NAMES. AOES. Time Spent in Work-
house. house. 

-
Years. Years . 

1 70 4 days. • o. 2 G doys. 
2 • 7 weeks. 30 • 4 months. 

• 5 8 d3.Ys. 31 50 16 days. 
4 .0 1 day. 32 5 3~ months. . 
5 10 12 days. 33 8 2 A " 
B 3~ 12 

" 
34 U 10 days. , 

7 32 o. 
" 

35 5 23 
" 8 2 ,. 

" 
36 GO 2 

" 9 80 6 
" 

37 I 00 
" 10 3. 21 months. 38 I ~ 15 
" 11 ~ 8 days. 39 5 2' " 12 40 2 

" 
40 57 • " 13 12 I t months. 41 6 8 ~ months. ,. 6 3. " 
42 74 ' ! " 15 7 10 do.}'S . 43 10 7 days. 

16 50 13 
" 

44 36 3 ;1 months . 
17 I 13 

" 
45 14 5 , " 18 2, 28 

" 46 4 , 17 duys. 
19 I~ 3 month s, 47 I I f> 

" 20 GO 22 days. 48 J; 2 :,/; months. 
21 8 22 

" 4. 
Ii 

G !~ 
" 22 I' 3~ months. GO 3~ " 23 II 3 days. 51 .. q 
" 2. 10 I i years. 52 ! 23 dllYs. O. 20 1 day. 53 70 3 ;} months. 

06 5 11 months. 54 10 q 
" 27 40 14 days. 66 3 8 days. 

08 13 3. 
" 

56 3 1 i months. 

BANTRY WORKHOUSR 

~~u=~ •. Cubic Feet. - - :Mcusurc- Inmntes. Cullle l'cct. meat. mcnt. 

-
Old Women's Day Room: Old Men's Day Room: 

Height - - 12 

} 
Height - . 12 

} Length - - 38 90 - Length - - 38 48 -
Breadth - - 16i Breadth - - 16} 

Girls' School: Boys' School: 
Height - - 12 

} 
Height - - 12 

} Length . - - 46 78 - Length - - 46 60 -
Breadth - - 16 Breadth - - 16 

Old Women's Ward, No.1 : Old Men's Wart!, No.1 : 
Height - - 12 

} 
Height - - 12 

} Length . - 36 18 - - Length - - 36 14 _ . 
Breadth - - 16 Breadth - - IG 
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B.lXTTtY Vl onKFIou~,[--colltim(cd. Bnntry Union.. 

Measure-
Inmates. Cnhic Feet. I M~",~ Inmate!. -- mCDI. - - CubIc Feet. ment. 

Old Women's Ward, No . g: Old Men's Ward, No. 2: 

Height · · 11 

} 
Height · · II 

} Length · · 36 ~ 22 - Leogtb · - 36. 14 -
Brenuth - - 16 i Brendth - - 161 

Ditto Ward, No.3 : Ditto Wnrd,l\o. 3 : 

Height · · 11 1 Heigllt · - 11 

} Length · - 381 r :24 - Length · · 3S 14 -
Bl-crulth · · IG,} Breadth · - 16. 

Ditto Wnrtl, No.4 : Ditto Ward, No.4 : 

Height · · 11 

} 
Height · - 11 

} Length · · 36 ;t 26 - Length · - 36 I 6 -
Brendth · · 16 l Breadth · · 10 ~ 

00 I ' 8 

W OItKHOV SE SLEEPI NG W ARDS. 

-- Feet. Inmates. Cubic Feet. - - Feet. Inmates. Cubic Feet. 

I 
F ront Dormitory: Bilek Dormitory: 

H eight · · 11 

} 
Height · · 11 

} Length · · 73 •• - Length · · as 20 -
Breadth · · 17 Brcndtll · · lq 

No_ 1, Girls' Ward: No. l, Boys' Ward : 

Height · · 11 

} 
Height · · 11 

} Length · · .6 39 - Length · · 46 2. -
B readth · · 16 ~ Breadth · · 16 ! 

No.2, Girls' Ward; No.2, Boys' Ward : 

Height · · 11 

} 
Height · · 11 

} Length · · . 6 .8 - Length · · '6 2. -
Brea.dth · · 16 i Brclldth · · 16 i 

Fcma.1c Dormitory, No. 0: Ma.le Dormitory, No.5; 

Height · · !l 

} 
Height · · 11 

1 Length · · 38 18 - Length · · 38 

f 
17 -

Brea.dth · · 16 ! Brendtb · · 16 ! 
t----

16S 77 

B 
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Bantry Union. BAKTRY \VOIlKHOUSE INIII RMAltY. 

InnlQte!! Cuuic Feet 
Feet. 

Inmates Cullie Feet - Fl!ct. in encll. to each. -- iII each. to cncb. 

Mnle Side, Ground F loor : Upstail's : 

Height - - " il l Height - - 10 * } Length - - 211 26 109 Length · - 211 J 7 217 
Breadth - · 16 i/ J Brcndth · · 1 C; i/ 

Small ditto: 

Height · · ll !/ l Height · - 10. } Length · · 10 k 3 672 Length · · ll ~ 23 871· 
Breadth · - 12 ~ J Bl'endth - · 16 i 

Female Side, Ground Floor : 

Height - · ll' i/ 1 Heigbt · · 101 } Length - · . 211 20 211 k Length - · 211 2G 147 ~ 
Breadth · · 10 i/ J Breadth - · 16 :I 

Small ditto : 

Height - · 10 ! } Length · · "i Hi 13. 
Breo.dtb · · 10 i/ 

Lobby: 

Height · - . - 1 Length · - . . :; -
Brcmith - · - . J 

4S 
S5 
4S 

'fotal - - 133 in Iufirmary. 

FEVER H OSPITi\.L. 

-- Feet. Inmates. Cubic Feat. -- Feet. Imllatcs. IOUble Peet. 

-
. 

Upsto.irs : 
Height - - II 

} 
Height · - 12 

} Length - - 24 ~ 25 - Length - · 24 k 33 -
Breadth - · 17 Breadth · · 17 

Female Side: 

Height . - II 

} 
Height · · 12 

} Leng'th - · 24. 37 - Length · - 2q 25 -
Breadth . · 17 Breadth · · 17 

---
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L U R G AN U N ION. 

REPORT from Dr. Smith to the BOARD OF HEALTH, on LURGAN 
WORKHOUSE. 

IN accordance with the directions of the CommissIoners of Health, datccl Lurgall Union. 
February 8, 1847, requiring me to proceed to Lurgan, to visit the Lurgan Work .. 
house, and report to the Board of Health on the character of tbe disease at pre­
sent prevalent there, and on the following points : 

1. Ages of patients who had died witbin the week ending February 6, 184i; 

2. Duration of their stay in the workhouse previous to death; 

3. State of the bouse as to ventilation, and the eliet and drink for the sick; 

4. Number of cubic reet allowed to each inmate in the sick and healthy 
wards; 

and generally to report as to the cause of the mortality, and the means most 
likely to arrest its further progress,-I proceeded to Lurgan upon the morning of 
the 10th February, and upon the following morning met at the workhouse Lord 
Lurgan and tll'O or three other members of the Board of Guardians. 

With reference to the first anel second subjects of investigation mentioned above, 
I subjoin a Table, which shows the names and ages of the 95 patients who died 
within the week ending February 6, 184i, the duration of their stay in the bouse 
previous to tbeir death, their state upon admission, and the nature of the dist!ase 
of which they died; from which it appears that 

9 were above 60. 

9 were between 40 and 60. 

12 were between 2.0 and 40. 

2 were between 15 and 20. 

8 were between 10 and 15. 

t 7 were between 5 and 10 . 

38 were between a rew days and 5. 

Of these 95, 52 were healthy at the tilDe of their admission into the workhouse; 
S bad dysentery; 19 were stated by the physician to have been labouring under 
bowel complaints, accompanying dentition; ] 0 had fever; 2 were in consumption.; 
1 paralytic; ] bronchitis; 1 anasarca and dian'heea, and 1 caries of the spine. 

Of the 52 who were healthy at the time of their being admitted inln the house, 
27 died of dysentery, 8 of diarrh",. accompanying measles; 14 of diarrhrea ac­
companying dentition, 1 of cerebral disease (nature not stated), and 2 of fevers. 
The duration of their stay in the workhouse previous to tbe commencement of 
their illness, anel also· the duration of the disease of which they died, are gi"en 
as follows: - • 
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1 2 · REPORTS RELATIVE TO THE STATE OF THE 

PerIod in the House DumUon of tho Period in the Ho1tse Durntion of th~ 
No. before lllnCfls. Illness. No. oefore IllncJ!.'I. lUueS!!. 

I 13 days - - - 13 days. 27 7 uays - - - 13 tln.YfI. 
~ 7 weeks (nearly) - ~3 

" 
~8 II 

" - - . lG 
" 3 II months (nearly) - 7 

" 
~O ~" " 

· - - 22 
" • 7 wooks (nearly) - II 

" 
30 ~O 

" - - . 10 
" G 5 

" 
15 

" 
3 1 5 wceks (nem'ly) - 1 month. 

6 7 months - - I" " 
3~ ~ dayfi - - - 2<1 dnys. 

7 G 
" 

. - - 1 month. 33 I wCLlk - - - 14 
" 8 14 days - • - 1 

" 
:l4 1 month - - 20 .. 

9 8.~ months (nearly) - :27 dnys. :It; r, weeks - - ]{I 

" 10 :3 - weeks (neurly) - S 
" 

:w n \\'oeks ( Hend)") - 2:) 
" 11 2:1; yenr;; - - B 

" 
37 • lIIo ntlu! - - Hi 

" 1~ 1:23 months - - I. 
" 

3S 4~ manti!.,; - - " " 13 6 dllYs - - - 12 
" 

39 8 days - - - 21 
" I< 7 weeks - - 14 .. 40 " weeks (neMlr) - HI 
" 15 7 weoks (nearly) - 13 

" 
41 1 ~ months - - 17 

" 10 " " - - - 0 
" 

42 ;; woeks - - 2 0 
" 17 8t months (nenrly) - 14 

" 
43 0 

" · - - 18 
" 18 7 weeks - - 2 1 

" 
4< I month - - 24 

" 10 17 days - - . 0 
" 

45 1 month (nonrly) - :.!i:' 
" 20 3 weeks - - 17 

" '0 ~ yenrs (neurly) - I" " 21 3 
" - - - a 

" 47 7 duys - - - III .. 
22 I 

" - - - 10 .. ' 8 3 montIl;; . - 22 
" 23 1 

" - - . 10 
" '0 2~ 

" · - - l!) 
" 2. I month - - 10 

" '0 2~ " - - - 2 1 .. 
2. S days - - - 3 

" 
5 1 6 weeks (nenrly) - ]I 

" 26 13 
" - - - 10 

" 
02 10 months (nenrIy) - :12 

" 

With respect to the remaining 43 who wel'e ill at the time of their admission into 
the \\'orkbouse, the tollowing TaLle gives the period which elapsed hetn'een the 
clute of their admission and the time of their death :_ 

Perioil (rom Date of I'(!riud f rom nate of 
No. A(lmission to Dnte 'No. Admlulon to Dato 

of Death. of n enU,. 

3 da.ys. 23 27 dn.ys. 

2 29 
" 2 > G 

" 3 II 
" 20 8 

" • II " ~O 2 
" 

5 ]I 
" 27 23 

" 6 10 
" 28 15 

" 7 27 
" 29 6 weeks . 

8 2 :') 
" 3,0 0 

" 9 25 
" 31 3 lUontllS. 

10 25 
" 32 8 weeks. 

' 11 13 
" 33 15 da.ys. 

12 5 weeks. .. 2 
" 13 10 Jays. 35 10 
" 14 11 

" 36 2< ,. 
15 19 

" 37 6 
" 16 8 

" 38 36 
" 17 13 

" 30 7 weeks. 
18 II 

" 
<0 · 22 dnys. 

19 13 
" 41 I 

" 20 20 
" .2 2 

" 21 17 
" 43 14 

" 2. 5 weeks. 
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N U)I BER of Cubic reet allowed to each Inmate in the Sick nnd Healthy Wards. Lu'gnn Unio,,­
The following Statement, of course, !Jas reference to the Condition of the 'Yards, 
as regllrds the Number of O::cupants in each of them, at the time of my Visit:-

The F<ver H ospital contains four wards and 56 beds. 
NO.1 contains 14 beds, in which there were 16 people, 33t cubic feet to each. 
No.2 contains 13 beds, in which there were 21 people, eight adults and 13 

children, 252 cubic feet to each. 
NO.3 contains 15 beds, in which there were Hi people, 306 cubic feet to each .. 
NO.4 contains 14 b~us, in which there were 14 peolJle, 350 cullie feet to each. 

Infirmary. 

What was once the Idiot department is now filled with patients suffering under 
re'o'er and d.ysentery; the former occupants, who do not, as I was informed, amoun t 

·to a dozen, being placed in other parts of the institution. Gl"Ound-floorJ female 
side of Idiot department, No.], consists of three cells, opening into a front room; 
each cell contained three children in measles, 234 cubic feet to each. The front 
room contained four adults, 500 cllbic feet to each. 

No.2, an inspector's room, a smnll dark apartment, now used as a day·roorc. for 
convalescent patients. 

NO.3 contained seven beds and ]4 fever patients, nine adults and fi\'e children, 
31,5 cubic feet to each. 

First-floor-Two \\·arus, one containing nille patients. 157 cubic feet to each; 
the other, IIseo. as a convalescent fever ward, has 15 beds, but only six: patients, 
..-;60 cubic feet to each bed . 

Male Side.-N"o. 1 , 12 beds; 26 patiC:ll ts ill dysentery, principally children, 
1 j::) ~ cuLie feet to each; sev(;n of the beds conttlin three patients each. 

Nos. 2 & 4, Day Hooms.-No. 3, ]2 heds, 28 patients, dysente ry, IbO cubic 
·feet to each. 

The Convalescent 'Vanl upon this side contained only three patients. 
Of tirO wards upstairs, one was occupied by a ward master ; the other contained 

'i 1 beds and 19 patients, 235 cubic feet to each. 

Female Side of Infirmary. 

No. I, 13 patients, 156 cubic feet to each . 
No.2, 11 beds and 28 patients, So cubic feet to eacll. One bed has four 

patients in it. 
NO·3, J4 beds, 27 patients, 76 cubic feet to each; six adults and 21 children. 
Aged female Ward-No. I , 13 patients, 193 cubic ieet to e!lcll; dysentery. 
D itto - - ditto • No. 2, 2~ patien ts, 180 cubic feet to each; dysentery. 
Aged Male Ward.-No. I , used .s a day-room. 
Ditto - ditto - No.2, 28 patients, ISO cubic feet to each; dysentery. 
Ditto - ditto - NO.3. 9 patients,516 cubic feet to each; dysentery. 
Aged Male Dormitory.-No. I, 23 people, 301 cubic feet to cacho 
Ditto - ditto No.2, now used as a store-room for beds. 
Boys' Dormitory.-Thirtcen inmiltes, 441 cubic feet to each. 
School Boys' Dormitory.-No. 1, 16 beds, 32 inmates, 20j cubic fee t to each_ 
Ditto - ditto - • No.2, 11 beds. 22 inmates, 301 cubic feet to each_ 
Two dormitories for female children, each containing 17 beds, and 34 inmates; 

195 cubic feet to each. 
A Female Sleeping Ward , 12 beds, 24 inmates, 193 cubic feet to each. 
Ditto - - ditto - - 19 inmates, ]40 cubic teet to eacb. 
A Fever Shed for Females, 17 patients, 354 cubic ree t to each. 
Ditto for Males, 14 bed" 31 patients, 22 children and nine adults, 190 

-cubic feet. 

With respect to the sick wards, as regards their ventilation alld cleanline.,s. 3 l1d 

the comfort of the patients, I regret to be obligeu to repor t unfavoura '.Ily. Tncrc: 
.are four wards in the Idiot departmellt that tlre wi thout arty floorill'; but tile 
earth, and in two of them tbere are 110 bedstead:), so that the ueJ:; l ie up )1\ the da ·up 
ground. One of them (in which at the time of my visit two wretchej creatures. 
-were dying) was in an exceedingly foul condition; In one corner a. pile of old 
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14 REPORTS RELATIVE TO THE 

filthy clothes, shoes, &c.; in another a larg~ ,h~ap of s tr~w; in another place a 
quantity of coals sca ttered about ; the ventilatIon very Imperfect. It presented 
altogether a pictu re of neglect and dIscomfort, sllch as I have never seen many 
otller charitabl e institution . 

Generally speakino, the fl oors and walls of th e ward in th e. infirmary were in a 
very discreditable c~nd iti on; the windows were almost umversally closed , the 
atmosphere close and foul, and the smell llpon entcring the rOO11!~ most offensive. 

A lana period has elnpsed since some of the wards were wll1tewashed : I was 
told that it could not lJe done while there were patie:nts in them, and (llso that no 
person cou1d be (Tot to do it, from fear of infection. ''fhe inmates of olle of the 
wards, the walls ~f which were particularly dirty, applied to me to have the whitc­
washers sent in. 

In sO I1J e of the dysenteric wards, I observed that the chamber utensils, when, 
ueed, were not at once taken away and emptied. In one ward es pecial1y, a large 
uncovered bucket, nearly half filled with aloine discharges, \-vas allowed to remain 
for IlOlll'S ; and I found that this was the case upon each day that I visited the 
ward, When I spoke of it, I was told that tbere haa been no ward musIc!" for 
several days. One of the patients, who was able to .1Ie up, hut was IHme, com­
plained that he ",.s obliged to slay in bed clay .fter day, because there wus no 
person to bring him cru tcb e~. I observed in other wards also a want of attend­
ants to look after tile comfort of the patients, and the clean liness and ventilation 
of the wards. 

In another part of the in~rmary I fnund, lying upon the lobby illto which 
several wards opened, the bodies of two females, who had been eight hours dead. 

There was a great want of night· chairs in most of the sick wards, and I do not 
recollect seeing in any of them a table 01' anything upon which to place the medi­
cines or drink for the patients; in many of them the floor served the purpose, and 
in such especially lhe boards were in n filthy slate, I was told lhere were no 
presses ill which to keep the clothes of the patients, 

The physician informed me that the si ck hud frequently to lie upon damp beds 
and damp stmw, there being no drying-room. 'Vhi lc I was there, a huge qllan~ 
tity of fresh straw was brought into one of tile yards, and left upon the wet 
ground, although dose beside there WilS a shed under which it might have been 
placed, In this yard I also found a number of beus upon the groun d, saturated 
with wet. 

The fever sheds, which contained 48 patients in 31 beds, fire without fl ool' j 

the ground was very damp j there is but little venti lation in them; in onc, 'many 
'of the windows open into· another ward, itself badly ventilated , They were both 
very dirty, and most uncomfortable in appearance. 

A reference to the statement, with regard to the number of cubic feet allowed 
for each person, will show the greatly over~crowded state of the establishment. 

'With respect to diet and drink, the dysenteric patients for a long timc used 
stirabout, but this has now been given up, and a tea diet gh;en to the .adults, and 
milk to the children; but milk in <lny form does not appeal' to aurce. For drink 
they are allowed toast-water and rice~watcl', with sunar and lemOI~ peel ; the fever 
patients also use lemonade. Buttermilk is given to the healthy inmates. 

As regards the medical treatment of the patients, there is, as far as I am capaule 
ofj!!dging, nothing to be desi red. . 

It has been the custom, until very lately, to bury the dead in the imm ediate 
lll'oxim,ity of the F?v~r Hosp ita1; many of th~ recent graves are scarcely fOlll' 

ya rds from the blll ldlllg. In the centre of th iS burial ground is the well from 
which tbe hospital is supplied with water; the graves were dug ::0 d ose to it, 
that the "'oter bEcame muddy and unfit for us e, T his being repre,ented by the 
physician to the Board of Guardians, at las t led to tbe discontinuance of tbe 
practice, to which I now only all l:lde in m'oer to prevent its bei,nO' resumed. 

The physician info rmed me tbat in consequence of the crow3incr of the house" 
lhe sup ply of clothes was qui te inadequate, and thnt it had hence"'beeorrie neces­
sary to us~ the Imen of some of those who had died of fever and dysentery, 
ll'ltliout tIme haVIng been afforded to have it washed and dried; and that from. 
the same cause, damp beds had in many instances been made use of. 

From the foregoiog statemcnt, which I ha\'c endeavoured to make as accurate 
as possible, it is not difficul t to deduce t he causes of the mortality which has, 
lately devastated the Lurgan W orkhouse, and which still continues, ' 

I all! willing to admit the influence of exteI'na l causes, but tbese at presellt 
operate' 
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operate more or less tluoughout the whole coun try , and I am not aware that the Lurgan UntOI'. 
Lu rgan district is more distressed than many others in wnich the mortality is 
not nearly so great. I am of opinion that the chief causes of the evil in question 
a re internal, and the l' esuit of defective management of the institulion. 

T he misfortune seems to date from the death of the lnte master, who appeal's 
to h a\'e been a most efficient officer. Four or fi ve weeks were sllfF~red to elapse 
before his successor was appointed, and during this period the hOllse became 
greatly overcrowded, about 200 haying been admitted more than i t was capable 
of safely accom modating; disease tben broke out in an epidemic form, bu t the 
admissions cont inued to take place up to the end of J anuary, so that there was 
very inadequate accommodation ~ither for tile h ealthy or for the sick. 

The infirmary baving thus become crowded to such an extent as to render it 
necessary to put in many instances three, and in some cases four patients into one 
bed, appears to have fallen into confusion ; and ventilation, whitewashing, and 
cleanliness to have been neglected, at the very time when the stric test attention 
to these important menns of arresting the spreading of disease were most im pe­
ratively called fOl·. 

T heEc seriolls omissions are to a certain extent, no doubt, attributable to the 
want of subordinate officers, the m utron and some of the wardmasters and their 
assistants being ill ; but although I alIl free to acknowledge that from this cause 
the physician had considerable d ifficulti e. to contend with, yet I cannot help 
thinking that a litt le more act ivity upon his part, and a st ricte r surveillance upon 
that of the guard i an ~, would in so me measure, at all events, have prevented 
the mortality which has occurred. 

It appeared to me (but in this idea I may perhaps may (,e mistaken) lhat the 
guardians had no knowledge of the state of the infirmary as regards clea nliness, 
ven tila tion, &c., eit her from personal observation or otherwise. The . reports of 
the physicians informed them of its O\'crcrowded state, and thi.s was the only 
.particular about it with wh ich they see III to be acquainted. 

I have :'l lready mentioned numerous other circumstances which are calculated 
to p rod uce disease, and which Sl lOW that the inlinllal'Y is not looked after by 
its Yar iOllS superintendents with that degree of care which is absolutely neces­
sary to maintain it in a wholesome condition, and that the comforts of the patients 
might be" in creased withou t a corresponding augmen tation of expense; I neelt 
not, therefore, again allude to them furth er than to observe, that although some 
of tbem may be considered trifling, it should be remembered that if minOl" 
matters ue neglected in a hospital, the more im portant ones cannot be in a 
sound condition; th e perfection uf the institutiol1 as a whole m us t depend upon 
the perfection of its details. 

H aving now pointed out whnt I conceived to llave been the chief causes of the 
origin and continuance of the mortality at present prevaili ng in the L urgan \\'orkR 
house, it only remains to allude to the means most likely to succeed in checking 
its furthe r progress, and I am su re that these will at once suggest themselves to 
the members of Lbe Board of Health. 

No adm issions into the workhouse should t.., ke place un til the tendency to 
fever and dysentery ceases, und until the rooms which lllay have been occupied 
by the sick have been properly fumigated and whitewashed. 

The crowded state of the infi rmary should be relieved by removing some of the 
patients i ll to the work house, in whicll there are , at all events, even th ree rooms 
available. 

The ,,·ards .of t he infirmary should all be whitewasheu immediately ; the 600rs 
scoured and kept perfectly clean; proper persons should be appoinLed to see that 
the wards are ventilated as well as possible ; they should, for this purpose, visi t 
the wards repeatedly during the day. The ventilation of the wards shotlld tlot he 
left (as is too much the case at preseot) in t be power of 01' optional with ,the 
patients, who will be sure to kep. p t he windows shut, and the ventilators 
obstructed. 

The medical attendant should daily inspect the condition of the wards, as 
reg-d.rds ventilation and cleanliness, and at once report to tile Board of Guardians 
any neglect LhaL he may observe in these respects. 

One of the largest wards should be emptied as fast as poss ible by removing the 
patients into the workhou se, 8 5 far as the latter will accommodate them, and the 
remaind er into such of the other wards in the intirm ary as are least c l'owded~ 
This ward should lhen be carefully fumigated and whitewashed, and the 'I"ood-
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work either painted or well scoured. It should then be supplied with fresh and· 
<Iry beds and bedding. The bedsteads also should he scoured. The patients of 
another ward can th us be removed into it, and the second ward, thus vacated, 
should undergo the same process. By carry ing on this system, there will always­
be a fresh and pure \\'ard available. 

The ventilators of many of the wards require to ue improved; I would recoln­
mend inserting into one 01' more of the windows of such wards, in place of one of 
the panes, a piece of window-blind wirewoiok of the finest description. 

1 am not aware of anything else to which I have to call the fltt('ntion of the 
Board of H ealth, which has not been already attended to in the body of the 
Report; but I cannot terminate without alluding to a custom ·which prevails. 1 
believe, in all the workhouses in Ireland, and which I tbink bighly objectionable; 
I meau the practice of employing the paupers as nurses. They are unfit for the 
efficient discharge of the important duties whkh devolve upon them; nor have· 
l.hey any motive for showing kindness or attention to the sick under their charge. 
Iiegul"rly erlucated nurses should be employed and paid for their services; the 
patients would be better attend ed, and the wards kept in a more wholesome con~ 
dition. The only creditable portion of the sick department of the Lurcrllll work­
house is the fever hospital; the beds are comfortable, the walls dean, cthc floors 
white, the wa!ds well ventilate~, and ili:c sic.k well attended; and why is tbis:X­
because there IS a respectable, kmd, and mtelhgent nurse at tbe bead of it. 

17 February 1847. 
(signed) R obert Wm Smith, 'r. D . 
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